
Board of Health Minutes
Monday, March 7, 2016 5:30 PM

Meeting Room C, Town Hall
25 Green Street, Ipswich, MA

Call to Order: Susan Hubbard called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.

Members attending: Susan C. Hubbard, Margaret McDermott and Dr. Spencer Amesbury were in 
attendance.

Others in attendance: Director of Public Health Colleen Fermon, Minutes Secretary Jennifer Dionne, 
Larry Graham, Linda Morkeski, Alan Comeau.

Citizens Queries: None.

Minutes: Susan Hubbard made a motion to approve the January 11, 2016 minutes. Margaret McDermott 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

New Business

Hearings:

5:31: Steve Salter- 195 County Road- Represented by HL Graham Associates Inc.- Request for 
Extension of Soils Testing Results.  Mr. Graham appeared before the Board to discuss the variance 
request. The owners would like an increase in bedrooms and want to expand the system installed in 2012 
to handle the additional flow.  They want the area tested on March 31, 2010 to be the reserve area so 
additional testing is not needed. Mr. Graham said there have been no changes to the tested area since the 
testing occurred.

Susan Hubbard moved to grant the variance and extend the use of the soil testing results from March 31, 
2010 through December 31st of 2017, Margaret McDermott seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

5:33: 68 County Road- Linda and James Morkeski - Order for Correction; Violations of Minimum 
Standards of Fitness for Human Habitation. Linda Morkeski presented.  On February 19, 2016 an 
inspection was done and an order for correction was issued. The tenants’ lease was up on February 29th 
but they are still currently living in the unit. They are looking for a place to move to but they have not 
found a place yet. The smoke alarm has been replaced by an electrician. The carbon monoxide detector 
was installed on the first floor. Some of the pipes were frozen on the frigid day, so only one heat zone 
worked at that time but the heat is operating properly now. The plumbers came out to check on this, the 
pipes did not burst and they indicated that it was just too cold. The tenant has been using more oil than
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previously so she is adjusting to the new pattern of use. Ms. Morkeski is asking for some items to be 
removed from the order, and she also asking for an extension of 60 days on others since she is not getting 
a lot of cooperation from the tenants. If possible she would like the violation, floor slopes on the second 
floor, to be removed. Since the house is so old she feels this is common for the time period. Also the 
stairway referenced is part of the condo association property not her personal unit. Ms. Fermon indicated 
that all owners needed to resolve the common area violation so she is still responsible. Ms. Morkeski said 
the woodstove has to be removed because it can’t be used. Ms. Fermon indicated this would probably 
require a building permit and directed Ms. Morkeski to contact the Building Inspector to discuss. The 
property options were discussed; the current owner would like to sell the condo unit. Ms. Morkeski said 
the immediate violations on smoke detectors, heat and carbon monoxide alarm have been addressed.

Ms. Morkeski was directed to contact the Fire Department that week for an inspection of the smoke 
detectors and carbon monoxide alarm since the Fire Department is the entity to confirm these detectors 
are in compliance with MA regulations.

Margaret McDermott moved to grant the extension of 60 days from today for the correction of all 
remaining violations, Susan Hubbard seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

5:51: Alan Comeau 4 Lafayette Road Order for Correction; Violations of Minimum Standards of 
Fitness for Human Habitation. Previously, at the December 14, 2015 meeting, the Board granted an 
extension until March 1, 2016 for violations cited in the August 26, 2015 order. 

Alan Comeau appeared before the Board and explained that the property is currently vacant, and 75% of 
what was ordered to be corrected has been completed. Mr. Comeau said his mother has been gravely ill 
and he has not had time to finish the repairs, because of this he is requesting an extension.

Susan Hubbard moved to grant a 6-month extension with the condition the unit remains vacant until it has
been re-inspected and deemed in compliance with Chapter II, Margaret McDermott seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

5:53: Patricia Hadidian- 360 Linebrook Road- Order for Correction; Violations of Minimum 
Standards of Fitness for Human Habitation. On December 26, 2015 an inspection was conducted and 
an order for correction was issued to the owner.  A re-inspection was conducted on February 26, 2016 and
three violations remained uncorrected.

Patricia Hadidian was unable to appear before the Board so Ms. Fermon explained that she was asking for
an extension of at least 30 days for the remaining three violations. Ms. Hadidian will be removing the 
three season porch so two of the violations will be corrected when that happens and she will complete the 
siding, the third violation, after the porch is removed.  A building permit is required for the removal of the
porch so more than 30 days is needed.
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Susan Hubbard moved to grand 90-day extension, Dr. Amesbury seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Director of Public Health Report
5 Corners Café and Deli: Ms. Fermon explained that the first audit findings are the same violations the 
Food Inspector has been finding and are the same violations discussed at the hearing. The consultant will 
be retraining the staff again on March 2 and she will be performing another audit on March 9th.  She will 
work with the owner and staff to train them on how to stay in compliance. There will be another update at
the next meeting. 

16 Riverside Drive: Jason Caram signed the certificate of compliance but an inspection is still required 
since the designer and I still need to view some components of the system.  Mr. Caram needs to contact 
the Department to set up the inspection.

40 South Point Lane: The dwelling was condemned in December 2014. The house was re-inspected in 
February and all the violations have been corrected. The condemnation order will be lifted now.

Proposed ban on polystyrene and plastic bags: the warrant article notes the enforcement will be 
designated by the town manager.  This person/department has not been identified yet.

Prevention of Underage Drinking and Other Drug Use Grant: I signed an MOU to join the Healthy 
Gloucester Collaborative grant. Ipswich would be sharing resources with Cape Ann and Beverly. The 
collaborative is still waiting for the school to send in their MOU. They feel it is important that the school 
also joins. Some people will be identified who will attend the meetings and then report what happened at 
the meeting. They want representatives from different areas to cover all bases. The police and health have
signed onto the grant, but they do want the school to make a firm commitment from the community. 

Northeast Massachusetts Mosquito Control District’s Vector Management Plan for 2016: Every 
year we get the regional plan, and then the best practice plan for Ipswich. The best practice plan should be
on the next meeting’s agenda. The District advertised the exclusion information, and some people did 
respond to the town clerk. They were supposed to respond by March 1st.

Polish: Dental program that comes in and gives free dental cleanings and screenings to children, and to 
adults for $49.00, will be here April 20th.  Interested people call them directly to schedule. This is 
advertised with flyers to local churches, the town website and in the paper. It is posted in the library and 
with the council on aging. 

Conflict of Interest Class: Susan Hubbard took the class and she submitted the official paperwork. Dr. 
Amesbury needs the information sent to him again. 

The next meeting is April 4th and the May meeting was changed from May 2nd to May 9th.
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Dr. Amesbury asked about raising the age of buying tobacco to the age of 21 in town, it was explained 
that this is pending at the state level but some communities have already started the process for passing 
this. The town currently has 9 tobacco permits so we don’t have a lot of tobacco vendors. The legislation 
will be provided for the next meeting.

Susan Hubbard moved to adjourn at 6:28, Dr. Amesbury seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Documents used at the March 7, 2016 Board of Health meeting:

 January 11, 2016 Board of Health minutes.
 Inspection report and Order for Correction dated February 26, 2016 for 360 Linebrook Road.
 Inspection report and Order for Correction dated February 19, 2016 for 86 County Road, Unit #1.
 Board of Health decision letter dated December 21, 2015 for 4 Lafayette Road.
 Inspection report dated August 24, 2015 for 4 Lafayette Road.
 Soil testing results from March 31, 2010 for 195 County Road.
 Professional Land Services, LLC septic system design plan for 195 County Road dated April 23, 

2010 and last revised June 18, 2010.

_____________________________________

Susan C. Hubbard, Chairperson

______________________________________

Dr. Spencer Amesbury, Board Member

                                                                                           _______________________________________

                                                                                                         Margaret McDermott, Board Member
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