[image: ]Open Space Committee Meeting Minutes
Date: 	August 24 ,2020
Time: 	7:03 p.m.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Place: 	Internet/Zoom call hosted by Hannah Wilbur 

Attendees: 
Members: Andy Brengle, Co-Chair, Wayne Castonguay, Co-Chair, Erin Coates-Connor, Jeff Denoncour, Katie Hone, Ralph Williams
Associates: Ed Monnelly, Monty Monroe
Staff:  Hannah Wilbur, Open Space Program Manager
Guests:  Chris Lapointe, Essex County Greenbelt

1. Citizen Queries 
None

2. Minutes from July 27, 2020 meeting
The regular and executive session minutes from the July 27 meeting were accepted after a 6-0 vote with Wayne abstaining on motion from Katie and second by Ralph.

3. Kamon Farm
Hannah reviewed the draft warrant article for the 2020 fall Special Town Meeting in October.  She reviewed the pro/con list for timing of the Town Meeting vote in the spring or the fall.  A spring TM vote would create a very short timeline to close the deal following the funding approval, and certain fiscal year deadlines might not be met. Chris LaPointe added that waiting until spring could risk losing momentum built up on the project during 2020.  Despite competing major articles related to the proposed public safety building, fall TM was still preferable for the Committee.  Members discussed the attitude of the Select Board and town manager toward the Kamon Farms project, and debated wording in the article that could confuse voters into believing the Town was voting to pay $750,000 up front, instead of a figure $300,000 to $400,000 less (the potential size of the grant).  Hannah said she would ask Town and bond counsel about rewording the article, but she said they were fairly rigid about process.  The warrant article will require a clear explanation on our part about limiting the town’s portion contingent on the grant.   Warrant hearings before the Select Board and the Finance Committee are scheduled to start September 8.

3. Membership
Hannah requested all full members seeking another term go to Town Hall to be sworn in.  The committee also welcomed Trustees of Reservations Ecologist Jeff Denoncour as a full member.

4. 173-178 Linebrook Road
Hannah told the committee that the Planning Board voted to approve the special permit for phases 2 and 3 of the Symes project after an August 6 hearing.  Hannah addressed the Planning Board at the hearing on her concerns about the nitrogen loading restriction easements overlaying the open space set aside to meet the requirements of the OSPZ for increased density in the phase 3 portion.  The Planning Board heard her out—with some protest from the developer—but its chair and other members said it wasn’t enough to reconsider or delay the project.

5. Open Space and Recreation Plan 2020
Hannah reported that the draft report was accepted by the state Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), which makes the Ipswich Open Space Program eligible for drinking water and land grants for another seven years.  A draft was also sent to the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC), as required.  To get final approval from the state, the Open Space Committee must get letters of review from the Select Board, Planning Board, and MAPC.  Getting a review letter from the Conservation Commission is also “desirable,” according to the state.  The OSC will present the report to the Select Board, Planning Board, and Conservation Commission this fall.  Hannah said it could be a while before the state gives final approval, depending on any comments or changes requested, but also because COVID has slowed down state timelines. 

6. Unanticipated Items
None offered.

7. Executive Session 
After a unanimous roll call vote, on a motion from Ralph, seconded by Jeff, the Committee agreed to enter Executive Session at 8:09 p.m.

8. Adjournment 
At 8:56 p.m., the Committee exited Executive Session and adjourned after unanimous vote on motion from Andy, seconded by Katie.

Next meeting September 28, 2020 

Respectfully submitted, 
Andy Brengle

Adopted September 28, 2020
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