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Petition to Save Waldingfield 
55 Waldingfield and its road hold a great deal of history dating back nearly 400 years, and it is deeply embedded 
in the fiber of our community. The property is now at risk of becoming a corporate complex, so will you please 
consider the following alarming, detrimental impacts to the community: 
• the proposed corporate office complex irrevocably threatens to degrade the character of this designated Scenic 
Road; 
• the agrarian nature of the area, which is zoned as rural residential, is not compatible with a large office 
development; 
• the traffic impacts are identified as “significant” and not amenable to reasonable mitigation; 
• the increased traffic volume poses additional safety risks to non-vehicular users of the Road; 
• a four-phase development is proposed, and applicant refuses to commit to limiting expansion; 
• the development is located on the banks of the endangered Ipswich River and could further harm it; 
• the applicant refuses to commit to a Conservation Restriction on an important viewshed area; 
• there is an absence of planning scenarios to understand best to worst case set of conditions and associated 
impact mitigation plans; 
• nothing in the Great Estates Preservation Bylaw remotely suggests that its intent was to protect historic, great 
estates at the expense of historic scenic roads; 
• the Planning Board is responsible for protecting the zoning districts and must determine that the benefits to the 
neighborhood exceed the zoning protections to approve the permit – this is clearly not the case. 
 
We, the undersigned, are concerned Ipswich citizens who urge our Planning Board Members and Town Leaders 
to act now to deny Ora, Inc. approval of their proposed development. We are grateful for your consideration and 
time 
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Comments from Petitioners - 55 Waldingfield 
 
Harold B.: 
I’ve enjoyed this area most of my life. This road and its seamless connection to Appleton Farms is an 
essential part of the character and natural beauty of the area. It should not be developed any further, let 
alone for corporate profits. 
 
Kim T.: 
With trucks, commuters and construction equipment along with horse trailers and the occasional 
speeder, a development at Waldingfield would create numerous catastrophic accidents. The town 
would be setting itself up for lawsuits.  The town water system can't handle development either. 
 
Edie F.: 
I'm not an Ipswich or Hamilton resident, but I spend a lot of time in the area around Waldingfield, and 
have ridden horses there for years. It would be a terrible thing for the estate to become a corporate 
zone. Awful. Please let me know what I can do to help (I am a resident of West Gloucester). 
 
Yetti F.: 
Essex County needs to preserve green space for people and animals alike. If Covid taught us anything, 
it was how important publicly accessible land is for our quality of life. 
 
Sue D.: 
I grew up in Hamilton and now live in Ipswich. Waldingfield is a special road and Appleton Farms 
coupled together are bucolic and priceless. A corporation should not be allowed to build on this pastoral 
land. This is not good stewardship for such a special historic and scenic corner of New England. 
 
Carra W.: 
Beautiful properties like this are disappearing at an alarming rate! Please save Waldingfield! 
 
Tyler S.: 
My wife and I had the pleasure of being invited to the Waldingfield Estate this spring. We were amazed 
at its beauty from the marvelous landscape to the beautiful home itself. I am an architect by profession 
and love exploring and seeing structures with historical value (if only walls could talk). Although 
commonly seen throughout New England, estates like this are in desperate need of being preserved 
and kept as original as possible without disturbing its historical appearance. It would be a travesty if this 
private home became a business complex. I hope my words and others help save this beautiful estate. 
Thank you! 
 
Glenna W.: 
Ipswich does not need nor want another corporation here. That area is crucial to our green space and 
Ora’s plans would ruin the peace and serenity of that part of Ipswich. 
 
Kristen V.: 
To lose Waldingfield would be an absolute tragedy. Offices can be built somewhere else. No need to 
destroy a place so scenic, peaceful, and historical. 
 
 
 
 
 



Kolleen T.: 
We are regular visitors to the Essex/Ipswich area and members of The Trustees. The agricultural 
beauty of the north shore is diminishing, and this road and property are key to maintaining the area and 
the state parks around it. I commend the residents for taking up this fight, and I fully support 
maintaining this property and the area for generations to come. 
 
Mary B.: 
Waldingfield is a bucolic country road that should never have excess traffic. It would ruin that area. I 
drive it frequently and there are spots that barely allow two cars to pass, never mind if there is a cyclist, 
jogger or horse as well. I also believe we should preserve as much open and public space as possible. 
Our town doesn't seem to have that as a priority. 
 
Vanessa S.: 
Let’s preserve this beautiful piece of land for years to come!! 
 
Alison T.: 
I'm a former resident of Ipswich and now in Wenham. This land and space is historic and irreplaceable. 
It must be preserved above all else. 
 
Marie C.: 
I grew up horseback riding on this historical and beautiful property. It is an important landmark and a 
beautiful, natural space that should be conserved. 
 
Beth P.: 
It is extremely important to preserve a historic scenic byway and to not add hundreds of cars daily to 
this rural road. 
 
Dodie J.: 
As a lifelong student of histories distant past and recent, interested in historic preservation, community 
development, entrepreneurship as the best informants for economic development - the proposed land 
use for this beautiful and important property is nothing less than a travesty. HOW ON EARTH did this 
proposal get out of the earliest committee to this point of serious consideration?! (I am a resident of 
Kansas City, Missouri; the form would not allow this entry, it would not allow me to submit my form and 
you might have a lurking programming problem that prevents collecting interested parties' support.) 
 
Tansey H.: 
This is one of the most charming, most perfect, most inspirational pieces of property on the North 
Shore. It harkens back to a time when more of the country was unspoiled and undeveloped. Not all 
growth is progress and not all progress is needed. If we’ve seen one thing in the course of the last two 
and a half years it is the need for spaces like this: to rest one’s eyes and mind, to provide a space for 
wildlife, and to act as a natural buffer against the encroaching chokehold of global warming. To develop 
this wondrous natural gift would be an insult to those who enjoy it now and those who will enjoy it in the 
future. I can think of fewer obvious ways to spit in the face of the North Shore community - which so 
values its history and its wild spaces - than to develop this breathtaking property. 

Tori B: 
The town has proven that it cannot protect and enforce Great Estate Bylaws. This results in a 
highly profitable business endeavor at the cost of the health, safety, welfare, historical 
preservation, and conservation elements that are critical to the culture and future of our town. 
 



Jane C.: 
I lived in Boston for 15 years and frequented the Ipswich area to enjoy this open space of nature. 
If it is zoned as rural residential, please do not allow corporate office development that would be 
in a rural residential area with precious open space for outdoor scenic recreation and enjoyment 
by the general public. 
 
Wrick M.: 
Waldingfield is a cornerstone of the historic, bucolic road and area it occupies. As a lifelong 
visitor to Ipswich, it is always a treasure to traverse that area and enjoy that special Ipswich 
equine legacy. 
  
Lili M.: 
It's a road I traveled to and from on during High School and enjoyed running on during XC 
season. Ipswich is a special place and Waldingfield should be preserved and reserved for 
residential use. 
  
Ted F,: 
Ipswich is a beautiful old New England town. I love it. Waldingfield Road is one of the Town's 
treasures. You can't help but be struck by its beauty and serenity. These sorts of areas around 
town are slowly being taken away and replaced with homes/businesses in the name of making 
money NOT beautifying our gorgeous town. It is an obvious money grab for a few and forever 
taking away some of the magic of Ipswich. 
  
Ingrid J.: 
Waldingfield Road already has more than enough traffic, especially since it is a particularly 
narrow and tricky road to negotiate. 
  
Carolyn W.: 
Once a Great Estate loses its public access to all of its trails, scenic vistas, habitat for wildlife, 
and lacks conservation restrictions, then it will cease being Great. It will then become “too bad 
not enough was done to save this crown jewel of a once treasured Great Estate”. I now live in 
Essex, but I am a second generation of Polish Immigrants who was born and raised in Ipswich 
and lived on Lakemans Lane where for 25+ years. The trails of Appleton Farms and Waldingfield 
were my playgrounds as a child and continued to be some of my most favorite properties 
throughout my adult life. 
  
Lydia F.: 
I live around the corner from Waldingfield Road and walk, bike, run, or drive down it almost every 
day. I want to preserve this beautiful property and scenic road! 
  
Elizabeth S.: 
It’s a beautiful property that should be preserved. I enjoy it when visiting friends. 
  
Adam F.: 
Ipswich is already at its breaking point in terms of population and people coming in and out of the 
town. It's history and nature makes it special, this proposed idea goes against everything Ipswich 
and it's citizens have stood for for nearly 400 years. 
  
Jeremy P.: 
Nobody needs a new office building, work from home! Find an existing office building come on. 



  
Peter C.: 
Waldingfield is contiguous to the original Appleton estate that has been preserved. Waldingfield 
is just as important and is an important part of the community and the landscape to lose this 
parcel forever would be tragic. 
  
Elizabeth B.: 
The Waldingfield property is historic to Ipswich. We understand that change happens in a town 
but what about preserving the history of our coastal town. Ipswich is a rural town with a close knit 
community, not an industrial park that people commute to. I would like to add that Waldingfield 
Rd is a country road meant for few cars. The road has no yellow or white lines, it’s barely wide 
enough for two cars and the speed limit is 25mph. In addition to the environmental impacts to the 
river from the construction we would be increasing the risk of road runoff from the increase of 
traffic on this road which is abutting many farms with livestock (Appleton,etc). Waldingfield was 
never intended to be an industrial center in the rural town of Ipswich. I urge town officials to 
protect what’s left of the towns history for future generations. 
  
Henry W.: 
Why ruin such a beautiful area and not just build it in a less important space. 
  
Devon P.: 
I grew up in Ipswich and am still in the area and this would be a terrible spot for a corporate 
office. 
  
Mariana F.: 
We are having a water shortage. Adding more businesses and houses will only make it worse. 
  
Madison O.: 
I practically grew up on Waldingfield Road, biking from my home to my childhood best friend’s 
house and around Appleton. It would be a huge loss to future families who want a quiet and safe 
place to live. 
  
William C.: 
Corporate development does not belong there. 
  
Maia B.: 
Protect the ecology of the Ipswich River! 
  
Brooke F.: 
Currently living in Beverly, but grew up in Ipswich. I would hate to see another big building site go 
up and take away/change what makes Ipswich so great. 
  
Lydia B.: 
Stop sacrificing nature for industry! 
  
Elizabeth C.: 
We need to preserve the nature of our region. It is developed enough. Enough is enough. This is 
another story about the community suffering, sacrificing and losing out for corporate gain and 
greed. 
  



Hanna H.: 
I think that the environmental strain and long lasting irreversible impact would be devastating to 
the Ipswich echo system and water table. Also, not that this is a legitimate reason to stop 
construction, but perhaps a relatable feeling. It’s very sad to see all of the woods/open fields I 
used to drive by as a child turn into these cookie cutter houses that I personally believe to be an 
eye sore. I agree with the notion that Ipswich has a serious lack of affordable housing, but 
obviously there isn’t much you can do without new construction. That’s why I’m signing this 
petition. This is something that I can do something about. We do not need this.  
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