1634 Old North Burying Ground
Ipswich, Massachusetts

Preservation Master Plan

prepared for the
Town of Ipswich
by
Martha Lyon Landscape Architecture, LLC
Fannin-Lehner Preservation Consultants
William L. Thoen, PE

2015

1634 Old North Burying Ground
Ipswich, Massachusetts

Preservation Master Plan
prepared for the
Town of Ipswich
25 Green Street, Town Hall
Ipswich, MA 01938
978-356-6607
by
Martha Lyon Landscape Architecture, LLC
313 Elm Street
Northampton, MA 01060
413-586-4178
www.marthalyon.com
Fannin-Lehner Preservation Consultants
271 Lexington Road
Concord, MA 01742
978-369-6703
www.fanninlehner.com
William L. Thoen, PE
4 Redwood Road
Ipswich, MA 01938
978-356-4746
bill.thoen@verizon.net

2015

Funding for the Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan was provided by the
Preservation Projects Fund of the Massachusetts Historical Commission,
Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, William Francis Galvin, Secretary,
and the Town of Ipswich

Ipswich Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan

CONTENTS

Introduction .................................................................................................................. 1
Historical Development of the Old North Burying Ground....................................... 3
Landscape Assessment................................................................................................... 9
Recommendations ......................................................................................................... 21
Management ..................................................................................................................31
Appendices
A: Historical Chronology ...................................................................................... A-1
B: Structural Assessment ....................................................................................... B-1
C: Gravestone & Monument Assessment ............................................................ C-1
D: Bibliography ...................................................................................................... D-1
E: Preservation Restriction Agreement ................................................................. E-1

Contents - Acknowledgements

Ipswich Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Martha Lyon Landscape Architecture, LLC, Fannin-Lehner Preservation Consultants and William L.
Thoen, PE thank the following entities and individuals for their generous assistance in the preparation
of this plan:
Paul McGinley
Gordon Harris
Glenn Gibbs
Ethan Parsons
Jeff Putur and Crew
Kayla Dorey
Liz Pongratz
Tracey Fortier
Rachel Meyer
Joshua Gerloff
…and the people of Ipswich, past, present, and future.

Contents - Acknowledgements

Ipswich Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan

INTRODUCTION

The Old North Burying Ground, established
in 1634, is the oldest known extant place of
interment in Ipswich. Located along the
north side of High Street, it began as the
1.325-acre “burying place” and served as the
town’s only burial ground until the early
1700s. Additions of land in the 18th century
brought the total acreage to 4.731, and it
remains this size today. It contains the
gravesites of many prominent citizens,
including Ipswich’s early settlers and
individuals influential in the development of
the town, and its landscape reflects both
Colonial and Victorian styles of cemetery
The Old North Burying Ground, established in 1634, is the oldest
design.
known place of interment in the Town of Ipswich. Located on High
Street, it extends across 4.731 acres.

The Ipswich Cemetery and Parks
Department has regularly tended the burying
ground, cutting lawns, raking leaves, and removing dying and dead trees and fallen limbs. Despite
these efforts, the landscape has aged and appears worn. The facades of several private tombs have
begun to deteriorate and the central pathway and steps have settled and eroded. Structural details,
including family plot enclosures (copings, curbs, iron fences) have shifted, overturned and decayed.
Many of the gravestones and monuments lean, have broken, or have fallen altogether, and mature,
declining sugar maple trees threaten to fall and further damage the stones. Extensive infiltration of
invasive plant species, including Norway maple, multiflora rose, poison ivy, grapevine and garlic
mustard has left the landscape, in some areas, looking unkempt.
This condition generated concern, on the part of the Ipswich Historical Commission and a committed
and forceful citizen, over the long-term health of this important historic resource. In 2013, the
commission applied for and received a grant from the Essex National Heritage Area to assess the
condition of several headstones in the oldest part of the burying ground. The following year, a grant
from the Massachusetts Historical Commission’s Preservation Projects Fund allowed the town to build
upon this preliminary assessment. The result is the foregoing Old North Burying Ground Preservation
Master Plan.
Project Goal
The goal of the Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan, as defined by the town-appointed
committee overseeing the project, was to compile a complete inventory and assessment of the burying
ground’s natural and built features, and make specific recommendations for preserving and managing
these features over the long term.
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Program of Improvements
At the beginning of the project, the committee
identified the following program of improvements to be
included in the Preservation Master Plan:

The burying ground’s central granite steps are one of
the most prominent physical features. Several of the
steps have shifted, making them unsafe for pedestrians.



Address the storm water system, proposing
solutions to erosion along the walkway and
steps;



Study and make recommendations for
stabilizing the terraces, including introduction
of slope-stabilizing plant materials



Study and make recommendations for the
pathways, including options for permeable and
ecologically-friendly surfaces;



Study and make recommendations for
preserving the structures (tombs, steps, walls,
fencing);



Assess the existing trees and make
recommendations for treatment, removal, and
replacement;



Provide methods for control of invasive species
growth;



Assess the gravestones and monuments; and



Recommend an approach to interpretation (signs, etc.)
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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT of the OLD NORTH BURYING GROUND

Beginnings – 1634–1798
The Old North Burying Ground dates to the early 1600s, and the founding of the Town of Ipswich.
Puritans had come from England in the summer of 1630 aboard a fleet of eleven ships led by John
Winthrop. They settled in sites along the coast, including the area between Cape Ann and the
Merrimack River. In 1634 a portion of this area was incorporated as the Town of Ipswich.
One of the first orders of business for the settlers was the establishment of a place to inter the dead, a
task they accomplished in 1634. Waters, in Ipswich in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, noted, “[o]ur fathers
selected a goodly spot, the old ground at the foot of the sunny-hill slope on High Street.”1 The
“burying place” stood at the westward limit of the settlement, and although its precise size is unknown,
it likely occupied approximately 1.325 acres. The first known interment was that of Martha Winthrop,
the first wife of John Winthrop, Jr., who passed away in 1634. 2

High Street (as it appeared in 1900) was laid out at the same time the burying ground was established. The street runs along
the south edge of the burying ground and is lined with first period residences.

In 1707, the town bought 0.375 acre on the east side from Mr. Shoreborne Wilson, bringing the
acreage to approximately 1.7.3 According to Waters, several encroachments were made on the burying
ground by adjacent property owners after its establishment, resulting in an irregularly–shaped lot.4
Local tradition holds that the paved walkway leading through the center of the burying ground stood at
the western edge at this time and that underneath this path is a common grave, used for the first cold
1

Waters, Franklin, Ipswich in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Vol I, 13-14
Ibid., 374
3
Essex County Registry of Deeds, Book 19, Page 180, June 26, 1707
4
Waters, Vol. II, 375. One such encroachment took place in 1741 when land on the east side of the burying
ground was sold and with the sale, one rod of land on the back side of the house, extending inside the burying
ground.
2
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winters. Bush, in The Olde Burying Ground – 1634 – Ipswich, stated that, “[i]n the fall while the soil was
still soft enough to dig, a large grave was dug with the capacity to hold the remains of all those who pass
away during the winter months when the ground was too hard to dig. In a shed to the east the soil
from the grave was stored with the means to warm it up enough to cover the dead. Gravestones were
later erected in the location where the body should have been buried but was not. The deceased
remained in the mass grave unmoved.”5

Embellishment – 1799–1858
Between 1799 and 1858, several amendments
appeared to change the physical appearance of
the burying ground. In 1799, Jeremiah Day
sold the town three acres located on the west
and north sides, enlarging the property to
approximately 4.7 acres.6 In the same year, the
town voted to allow calves and sheep to be
pastured in the burying ground, with the rights
awarded to the highest bidder. Also at this
time, the town set up a committee to explore
construction of a fence around the property.7
Beginning in 1802, families added private
tombs along the slope running east to west
through the center of the property, turning the
slope into a retaining wall-type structure.
Ipswich in 1832 as portrayed by the Philander. The burying
Daniel Noyes constructed the first tomb in
ground stood on approximately 4.375 acres along High Street.
1802 near the far eastern end of the slope, and
the others followed between 1836 (Haskell tomb) and 1848 (Brown/Worcester) tomb). 8 Historical
records suggest that the terraces, constructed on the slope rising to the north above the tombs,
appeared at this time.
During this period, the church remained in control of the burying ground, overseeing burials and
managing care. Beginning in the 1830s, citizens publicly raised concern about the condition of the
burying ground. In 1839, an appeal was made through the local paper for better care. The writer
noted, “hardly a tree or shrub has been planted since my boyhood. Sheep bleat mournfully among the
tombs and hoofs of cattle tramp down the graves. The monuments have been wantonly broken down
and scattered into fragments.”9 The 1856 Walling map of Ipswich showed commercial operations
including a shop and a store, along High Street abutting the burying ground’s east and west corners.

5

Bush, The Olde Burying Ground – 1634 – Ipswich, 2 (Note: the validity of this story could not be confirmed.)
Essex County Registry of Deeds, Book 164, Page 248, March 9, 1799. Today, the Old North Burying Ground
extends across exactly 4.731 acres. The original size of 1.3-acre was determined by subtracting the 1707 and 1799
additions.
7
Waters, Vol. II, 444
8
Johnson, Arthur Warren, and Ralph Elbridge Ladd, Jr., Momento Mori
9
Waters, Vol. II, 593-594
6
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Improvement – 1859–1940
On May 2, 1859, the parish transferred the 4.7acre burying ground, including the terraces, to the
Town of Ipswich. According to Waters, the town
“proceeded at once to improve the grounds,
rebuild walls and repair fences.”10 In 1861 the
town erected the iron fence at the “[a]ncient High
Street yard,”11 and for the next several decades
made many improvements to the landscape. In
the 1870s, the town planted maple trees and made
repairs to the tombs in the 1880s. The steps
leading from the lower portion of the burying
ground through the terraces may have existed as
early as the 1870s, the first sets being constructed
of wood. By 1900, the town had invested in
granite for the steps, as noted in the Town of
Ipswich Annual Report.12 In 1919, the Annual
Report included a tabulation of the cemetery trust
funds, which totaled $19,350.00.13

The 1856 Walling map of Ipswich showed commercial operations,
in the form of a shop and a store, abutting the burying ground’s
east and west edges along High Street.

In the 1930s as part of a Works Progress
Administration (WPA) project, Ipswich engaged
unemployed workers to perform maintenance
tasks and to document the burying ground.
Crews removed dead wood and trimmed trees,
and repaired broken headstones. In 1934, the
Annual Report noted that workers had
straightened and cemented old stones, and put
the old tombs in first class sanitary condition.14
It also reported that a wall was constructed along
one of the terraces to control erosion. Momento
Mori, published in 1935, reported:
“[d]uring the summer of 1934, as a
project to supply work for the horde of
local unemployed, an ambitious project
was started to “restore” the Old North
Norris’ 1893 bird’s eye view of the burying ground showed the
Burial Yard. The work was begun and
earthen terraces stepping up the slope.
some 300 ancient stones were uprooted
from the dust which they marked and
hallowed, sorted according to size, and replaced in straight rows, orderly to be sure,
neat without a doubt, but quite at odds with all historical and sentimental precedent.

10

Waters, Vol. II, 759
Ibid
12
Town of Ipswich Annual Reports, 1870-1900
13
TAR, 1919, 67
14
TAR, 1934, 192
11
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“When we learned of this project, eminently worthy in intent through disastrous in its
results, we…protested against this unusual procedure. The result was that the stones
were replaced on the graves where they had been first erected. In this work the local
administrators of the project gave the most whole-hearted co-operation, received
suggestions in the most kindly spirit, and on the whole, despite the unfortunate
beginnings, the work was reorganized, the stones handled under our supervision, weak
ones repaired, cement foundations placed under those where it was deemed necessary
and prudent, several ancient tombs in danger of collapse rebuilt and permanently
sealed, a task which, in the ordinary course of town expenditures, could never have
been provided for by funds received from ordinary taxation.
“Had it not been that we had completed our preliminary work, viz, charting and
copying every stone, the project would have resulted in disaster for it would have been
impossible to replace the stones on the graves to which, in the course of nature, they
belonged.”15
The W. P. A. workers compiled two detailed maps of the burying ground, one containing the veterans’
graves, and a second showing every grave. They also compiled plot cards for each individual grave.

Modernization and Decline – 1941-2014
Between 1941 and 2014 the town added
contemporary features to the burying
ground. Beginning in the 1940s, crews
resurfaced roads in all of the town-owned
cemeteries with “bituminous products.”16
Tarring of roads continued into the 1950s,
and the 1960 Annual Report noted that
“two tons of hot-top were applied to the
center walk in Old North.”17 This material
introduced a modern element into the
historic landscape.
Other measures taken by the town
complemented the historic landscape. In an
The Old North Burying Ground today. Many stones are tilted or
attempt to control erosion on the terrace
have fallen, and the central pathway is in poor condition.
slopes, the town introduced plantings of
Hall’s Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica) as slope stabilizers in the early 1940s.18 In 1948, the town
planted tulips within the burying ground.19 In 1957, two of the brick crypts were rebuilt.20 The
retaining wall along the top terrace was rebuilt to protect the roadbed that runs parallel to it in 1979.21

15

Johnson, Arthur Warren, Esq. and Ralph Elbridge Ladd, Jr., Esq., Momento Mori, 4-5
TAR, 1941, 54
17
TAR, 1960, 12
18
TAR, 1947, 186
19
TAR, 1948, 212
20
TAR, 1957, 24
21
TAR, 1979, 44
16
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In 1980, the historic properties along High Street, including the Old North Burying Ground, were
added to the National Register of Historic Places.22
Beginning in 2013, the town, acting through its Historical Commission and an informed and
concerned citizen, began to recognize the need to step up efforts to preserve the burying ground. The
commission applied to and was awarded an Essex National Heritage Area grant to assess and make
conservation treatment recommendations for several headstones in the oldest section. And in 2014,
the commission received a grant through the Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund of the
Massachusetts Historical Commission to compile the foregoing Preservation Master Plan. With this
plan, the town aims to take a phased approach to preserving Old North, one of the oldest intact
resources in Ipswich.

Historic Landscape Styles
As summarized above, the Old North
Burying Ground landscape evolved slowly
over the course of nearly 400 years, and with
this evolution came a change in its physical
character. Americans’ approaches to
commemorating the dead shifted during the
time, and subtle variations in the burying
ground landscape reflect these shifts, as
follows:
Colonial Burial – Approximately 1.3 acres –
Sections C, D, and E. The earliest burial areas, Colonial style burial featured portal-shaped tablets marking
located to the east of the central pathway and individual graves. Trees consisted of native species.
south of the first terrace, exhibit
characteristics of 17th and 18th century
American burials. Single graves dominated,
marked with portal-shaped tablets made from
native slate and intricately carved by local or
regional artisans. Graves were arranged in
rows and often, unrelated individuals were
interred adjacent to one another (the burying
ground was not pre-plotted and graves were
not pre-sold). Typically, Colonial burial
grounds did not contain roads or paths, and
trees consisted of native species. Fences
and/or stone walls often enclosed the site.
Victorian Burial – Approximately 3.4 acres –
Sections A, B, F, G, and H. With additions of
Victorian burial featured family plots, marked by central obelisks and
land in the 18th century to the west and north outlined by walls, copings, or curbing.
sides of the burying ground, the landscape
22

The High Street National Register Historic District, established in 1980, includes 73 properties extending from
North Main Street (at the east end) to the High Street Bridge (on the west end).
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began to assume the look of a more modern cemetery. Some of the land, and especially that on the
terraces, was planned and plotted, and the plots sold to families. Owners outlined their plots with
fencing, curbing, or coping, and placed a prominent monument at the center (often surrounded by
smaller gravestones for individuals). Material shifted away from slate and towards marble and granite,
and carvings displayed Victorian imagery. Roads and paths were introduced to provide carriage ways,
and typically followed the contour of the land. New species of trees appeared, many originating in
Europe and/or Asia, reflecting the impact of the growing American nursery industry and large import
of plants from overseas.23

Period of Significance
The period of significance for the Old North Burying Ground spans the years 1634 through 1940.
During this time, the property was established, grew to its present-day size of approximately 4.375 acres,
and acquired its character-defining features including the iron fence, private tombs, earthen terraces,
granite steps, and hundreds of locally-carved gravestones. After 1940, the bituminous pathway
appeared and the landscape entered a phase of general decline. Efforts to preserve the burying ground
should adhere, as closely as possible to this 1634 through 1940 period of significance.

23

Sloane, David Charles, The Last Great Necessity: Cemeteries in American History, 1-9
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LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT

The following section of the Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan is an assessment of the
landscape’s existing conditions. Its purpose is to document the natural, built and functional features;
to analyze their condition; and to outline preliminary recommendations for preservation treatment.1
Together with the information compiled about the historical development section, the assessment
provides a foundation for the overall plan.
Setting
The Old North Burying Ground covers
approximately 4.7 acres on the northeast
side of the Town of Ipswich. High Street, a
main east-west thoroughfare, runs along the
southern burying ground edge, and the
larger, newer Highland Cemetery abuts the
north side. Private residences lie along
portions of the east and west sides, along
with dense deciduous stands of trees.
Numerous renowned First Period houses of
the High Street National Register Historic
District line the approaches to the burying
ground from the east and west, further
contributing to the site’s 17th century
character and significance.

The Old North Burying Ground lies on approximately 4.7 acres in
the northwest part of Ipswich, and is set amongst several First and
Second Period houses.

Edges and Views
The edges immediately surrounding the burying ground both complement and detract from its historic
character. The strongest edges stand along the north and south sides, and the northern portions of the
east and west sides. On the north standing above Old North, is the manicured landscape of the
Highland Cemetery. Its tidy burial plots, trim lawns and tall shade trees, extend along the entire edge,
creating a highly complementary backdrop to the old burying ground below, and a low dry-laid stone
wall marks the boundary between the two properties. In contrast, a four-feet-high wrought and cast
iron fence set atop a chunky granite coping stretches along the entire south edge, visually separating the
burying ground from High Street, as well as defining it as a component of the High Street Historic
District. Further reinforcing this edge is a row of sugar maple trees, combined with one spruce, spaced
evenly along the street on the burying ground side of the fence (set approximately eight feet back from
the fence). Strong edges also lie along the northern ends of the east and west sides, where dense
deciduous tree stands tower over the burying ground property lines. Dry-laid stones walls and a tall
mortared stone retaining wall line a portion of the east side, helping to support nearby gravesites and to
further define this edge.
Weaker edges stand where private residences border burying ground property. The eastern portion of
the southern edge contains two such structures, each of which closely abuts several burial sites. While a
1

Preservation, as defined by the National Park Service, includes four treatment options: stabilization, restoration,
rehabilitation and reconstruction, as discussed at the end of this section of the Preservation Master Plan.

-9-

Ipswich Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan

four feet high wood picket fence separates one house from the burying ground, the other lacks a
dividing structure, making it appear to tumble over into and on to the adjacent gravesites. A few
deciduous trees stand along the southern ends of the east and west edges, providing partial separation
between the burying ground and abutters, however these are paired with deteriorated five feet high
chain link fencing (on the west side) and dilapidated wrought and cast iron plot fencing (on the east
side), resulting in a neglected, unkempt look.
Views of and across the burying ground
landscape correspond to the quality of these
edges. The most pleasing views can be
enjoyed from the outer edges of the burying
ground, looking into and across the
landscape, with the most spectacular of these
seen from the northern edges, looking south.
Similarly, views from the southwest corner
looking northeastward toward the tombs
provide visitors for a more intimate view of
the oldest grave markers. Less pleasing views
include glimpses into the neighbors’ back and
side yards, through chain link fencing or no
fencing at all. Visitors take in these views
when inside the burying ground, looking
outward toward the east, west, and south.

The view from the central granite staircase towards High Street
includes a scan across some of the oldest sections of the burying
ground.

Topography and Erosion
One of the Old North Burying Ground’s most striking
physical attributes is its landform, consisting of rolling,
unaltered slopes in the southern half and nine terraces
stepping down the steep slope of the northern half. The
overall change in grade is approximately 97 feet from the
lowest point at the High Street gate, to the high point at
Highland Cemetery. Little of the land in both halves is
accessible to persons with disabilities. The most level area
stands at the southern end of the oldest section (the
southern portions of Sections C, D, and E), where the land
levels and forms a shallow bowl with grades of less than 5%.
Level ground also lies along the plateaus of each of the
northern terraces, but access to these plateaus is via a long
set of granite steps. The remainder of the topography in the
southern half rolls over slopes exceeding 5%, limiting the
extent to which physically challenged visitors can navigate.

Erosion along the ca. 1940s paved central
pathway has led to an overall worn appearance
on the main pedestrian route through the burying
ground.

Despite this overall steepness, the burying ground shows
signs of only minor erosion. The limited amount of paved
surface, combined with what appear to be well-drained soils,
has helped stabilize the slopes. A small amount of erosion
has occurred along the edges of the paved central pathway,
creating a worn look. The pavement, while presumably
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installed to control erosion, has likely fostered more erosion, as surface water is not allowed to infiltrate
in this area as it is elsewhere across the predominantly vegetated landscape.

Entrances and Circulation
Visitors to the burying ground by vehicle
park their cars along High Street (parallel
parking on both sides of the street) or in the
Highland Cemetery (parking on the roadway
edge) and enter through the north or south
gates on foot. To reach the interior of the
burying ground, they must drive along access
roads extending from High Street along the
east and west sides of the burying ground
(outside the burying ground limits) and park
along the interior turf-covered roadway.
The High Street pedestrian gate features two cast iron posts and an
Because the town has not marked these
interim granite post.
access roads, most visitors park along High
Street and enter through the main pedestrian gate. The character of each entrance is as follows:


South “High Street” Pedestrian Gate. This historic entrance to the burying ground features a set
of cast iron posts set approximately eight feet apart, with an interim twelve-inch-square granite
post set between them, resulting in two four-feet wide passages. A wrought iron gate secures
the right passage, while the left remains gateless, with a low iron bollard preventing vehicles
from entering. This bollard is an impediment to disabled persons attempting to access the
main entrance into and walkway through the burying ground.



North “Highland” Pedestrian Entrance. This secondary pedestrian entrance stands along the
northern edge above the ninth terrace and at the end of the long flight of terrace-bisecting
granite steps. The entrance does not contain a gate of any type and is simply marked by a break
in the low dry-laid stone wall.



East Entrance. Wide enough to accommodate vehicles, this entrance lies along the eastern side,
just below the first terrace and row of tombs. Access to this entrance is from High Street via a
service road running along the burying ground’s eastern edge. The entrance itself is marked
with a break in a dry laid stone wall.



West Entrance. Similar to the east entrance, the west entrance is wide enough to allow for
maintenance vehicles to pass through, and is accessed from High Street via a private driveway
rimming the western burying ground edge. A break in the five feet high chain link fence marks
its passage into the burying ground, between Sections A and B. Access via this entrance is
severely limited to town maintenance crews.
Once inside the burying ground, visitors may walk on established pathways, or roam
throughout the burial sections over turf and ground covers. A central pathway, roughly paved
with bituminous asphalt, extends from south to north connecting the High Street gate to the
base of the central granite staircase. While in severely eroded condition, this path provides
walkers with a direct route through the overall burying ground. Connecting to this path is the
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long granite staircase, seventeen sets of
approximately six feet-wide steps bisecting
the terraces of Sections F, G and H. Six feet
wide poured concrete walks connect each set
of steps, creating a continuous route from
High Street to Highland Cemetery. Sections
of the granite stairs and concrete landings
have significantly shifted and settled.
The remainder of Old North’s circulation
consists of a turf roadway, leading from the
east gate to the west gate, taking a slight “S”
curve through the middle of the old section.
The central granite staircase consists of 17 stair sets with interim
The informal look of this route adds to the
concrete landings. Both the steps and landings show significant signs
burying ground’s historic character, and the
of shifting and settling.
lack of impervious surfaces allows surface
water to infiltrate, minimizing runoff and
erosion.
Plant Communities
Old North contains four general plant communities, some
of which complement the historic character, and others
that detract from it, as follows:
 Mature Sugar Maple Trees. A total of 24 mature
sugar maple trees, measuring 24” to 60” in caliper,
dominate the old section, providing shade, creating
intimacy, and casting brilliant russet color over the
landscape in autumn. While these complement the
historic landscape, the predominance of one species leaves
tree population vulnerable to disease and the threat of
significant tree loss at one time. Several are in poor
condition, with dead limbs and/or large cavities.

Buttercups are among the many perennial ground
covers growing at Old North.

 Other Shade, Evergreen and Ornamental Tree Species.
Fifteen other trees, including shade, evergreen, and
ornamental species, stand along the west edge and on the
terraces, including Norway maple, ash, linden, spruce,
cedar, and dogwood. Most of these species appear to be in
decline and their unhealthy appearance detracts from the
landscape’s visual appeal.

 Invasive Tree, Shrub and Herbaceous Masses.
Volunteer growth of invasive species has infiltrated several
sections, creating a messy appearance and a significant maintenance challenge. These masses
consist of sumac, poison ivy, grapevine, and garlic mustard. Most are located along the terraces
and at the outer edges of Sections G and H, however small patches have emerged in the old
section (Section E), and western end of Section B.

- 14 -
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Turf and Ground Covers. A combination of turf and ground covers blanket the burying ground’s
surface, adding color and texture and complementing the historic landscape. Ground covers
include buttercup, lily-of-the-valley, Stachys, Ajuga, clover, geranium, and creeping phlox.

Sugar maples constitute over 60% of the tree population. Most of the trees appear to be in good to
fair condition, with six trees in poor health or serious decline, and one completely dead.
Structures
Old North contains many masonry structures
supporting slopes (retaining walls), holding
interments (private tombs), and edging family
plots (copings, curbs and iron fences). In
general, all of the structures appear in good
condition, with little sign of deterioration.
The structures identified as needing significant
repair include:


Baker and Noyes Tombs. Major repairs
are needed to facades of two private
tombs -- the Baker tomb and the
Noyes tombs, where deteriorating
brick and parging has caused the walls
to bow and crumble.

The Kendall tomb is one of nine private tombs found at Old
North. A mortared, cut granite wall abuts the structure and ties it
to neighboring tombs.



Manning Tomb. A third tomb, the Manning tomb appears to be in good condition, however
much of the structure, including its entry door, has been buried by fill and asphalt paving on
the adjacent walkway.



Section F Retaining Wall. The north side of Section F is supported by a low mortared cut granite
retaining wall. While the wall stands plumb, several of the joints have cracked and staining
appears on much of the surface.



Family Plot Curb/Copings. Granite curb/coping stones rim several family plots located in
Sections G and H, and several stones have shifted and settled, and in one instance, have
overturned.



Cast & Wrought Iron Fencing. Two plots and the far eastern end of Section E were rimmed, at
one time, with cast and wrought iron fencing. Only a portion of each fence exists, and both
fences have significantly deteriorated, with much of the cast iron fencing components
altogether missing.

The Structural Assessment, included in Appendix B of this plan, details the condition of each structure.

Gravestones and Monuments
Old North contains over 1350 gravestones and monuments, dating to the 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th
centuries. As noted in the Historical Development section of this plan, Arthur Warren Johnson and
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Ralph Elbridge Ladd, Jr. located and
identified all of the existing markers in 1935
and published the information in Momento
Mori. This assessment updated Johnson’s and
Ladd’s work by re-mapping some stones, and
removing others that have gone missing. It
also identified nine known gravestone carvers
whose work appears on stones dating to the
18th and 19th centuries.
Out of the total number of stones, the
assessment revealed that nearly half, or 709,
Of the 709 stones identified as in need of conservation treatment,
are in need of conservation treatment, divided many of the slate stones, shown above, have delaminated, making
among the burying ground’s eight sections as their iconography and inscriptions difficult to read.
indicated in the chart below. Each appears on
the cemetery map (folded into Appendix C).
SECTION
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
TOTAL

# OF STONES/MONUMENTS
65
95
150
132
103
30
98
36
709

Materials for the gravestones and monuments include slate, marble, sandstone and granite, and the
types of damage and deterioration include stones that are broken, have fallen, are tilted and/or sunken
and/or are loose on their bases. In addition, the faces of several slate stones have delaminated. The
complete Gravestone and Monument Assessment, including a breakdown in estimated costs of conservation
treatment can be found in Appendix C.

Character-Defining Features
In summary, Old North’s landscape contains many details that both add to and detract from its historic
character. Features helping to define the historic character include the cast and wrought iron perimeter
fences, stone perimeter curbing and walls, mature shade trees, earthen terraces, tombs, family plot
copings, curbing and steps, circulation paths, granite steps, views of and across the burying ground
landscape and hundreds of intricately carved slate and marble gravestones.
Features conflicting with the historic character include bituminous pavement, chain link fencing,
masses of invasive tree, shrub and herbaceous perennial growth, and unscreened views of abutters’ side
and back yards.
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OLD NORTH BURYING GROUND ASSESSMENT:
CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES
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Preliminary Recommendations
Future preservation efforts at Old North will involve each of the four treatment methods outlined by
the United States Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes (1996). They include:





Preservation, where existing form, integrity and materials of the landscape will be sustained;
Rehabilitation, where features in the landscape will be repaired or altered to make their use
compatible with the landscape’s historical value;
Restoration, where landscape features will be returned to their original form; and
Reconstruction, where landscape features no longer extant will be recreated.

Based on the preceding assessment, the following preliminary recommendations should be considered
for the Preservation Master Plan:


Commission a tree assessment, to be completed by a Massachusetts-certified arborist, to positively
identify any diseased or dying trees; remove any identified trees;



Develop a tree re-planting plan that identifies locations for plantings of new trees, and includes a
diversity of species (no more that 5% of one species and 10% of one genus);



Continue to sensitively remove invasive tree, shrub and herbaceous growth;



Encourage the growth of ground covers, rather than turf, as a way of sustaining a lowermaintenance surface;



Restore the tombs identified in the structural assessment as in need of treatment;



Conserve gravestones and monuments identified in the gravestone assessment in need of
treatment;



Remove the existing worn bituminous asphalt paving from the central pedestrian path, re-grade,
and replace with a permeable surface;



Replace the old chain link on the west side with a fence and/or planting of more compatible
material; introduce the same material(s) to the south east edges (where the burying ground abuts
the houses);



Stabilize the granite staircase, add historically-sensitive hand railings, and reconstruct the landings;
consider application of a permeable material;



Restore the cast and wrought iron fencings along the east side, replacing missing components,
refinishing existing components and installing gates;



Restore family plot curbing and copings; and



Re-point the cut-stone walls identified in the structural assessment as in need of treatment;
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Develop an interpretive sign program that provides information about the burying ground’s
history, important individuals interred within, etc. Include in this a plan to bring persons with
disabilities into the burying ground (by bringing the landscape to them).
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Preservation Projects
The following section of the Preservation Master Plan organizes the preliminary recommendations of the
Landscape Assessment section into a series of projects, and places them in priority order. The highest
priority projects include urgently-needed treatments, while the lower priority projects include aesthetic
enhancements. Medium priority projects fall somewhere in between. Because the Massachusetts
Historical Commission holds a preservation restriction on the property, the agency must be consulted prior to
implementation of any projects (a copy of this restriction appears in Appendix E). All work must comply with the
United States Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.
Project #1: Immediate Public Safety Measures
Project #1 addresses several conditions within the burying ground that pose immediate threats to public
safety. These include:





Reconstruction of the brick façade of Baker tomb, located at the northeast corner of Section
(this structure has bowed outward and requires reconstruction);
Reconstruction of the parged brick façade of the Noyes tomb, located at the far east end of
Section F (this structure is crumbling and also in need of reconstruction);
Removal of six declining and one dead tree in the oldest section (refer to the diagram on the
following page for locations of these trees);
Removing the cast iron bollard, located at the main burying ground entrance at High Street.

Project #2: Tree Re-Planting Plan
Project #2 involves development of a tree-replanting plan, designed to replace removed trees and
diversify the tree species population. The re-planting plan will be developed by a preservation landscape
architect and will recommend locations of new trees, as well as species selected from the list provided in
the Management section of this plan.

Project #3: Gravestone Conservation in Sections C and D
Project #3 includes conservation treatment of 282 stones in Sections C and D identified in the
Gravestone and Monument Assessment as needing treatment. Of this number, 252 or 90% are listed as
priority #1. Work will include photographing (before and after conservation treatment), measuring,
fully documenting each stone, in addition to conserving them according to treatments specified in the
Gravestone and Monument Assessment.
Project #4: Cemetery Circulation
Project #4 will upgrade the condition of the main pedestrian route through the burial ground,
including the central path dividing Sections A and B from Sections C and F, and the remaining
sections of the long flight of granite steps, bisecting Sections H and G. The bituminous asphalt path
will be removed, re-graded, and re-surfaced with crushed stone/stone dust, stabilized with natural resin
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OLD NORTH BURYING GROUND TREE RECOMMENDATIONS

The Old North Burying Ground’s trees range in condition from very good to deceased. Project #1 includes removing those trees
determined to be in poor or deceased condition.

- 22 -

Ipswich Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan

or a similar organic product. The granite steps will be numbered, removed, and reconstructed on
reinforced concrete foundations. The pathways between the steps, currently surfaced with concrete,
will be resurfaced with stabilized crushed stone/stone dust to match the central pedestrian path. ADAcompliant handrails will be installed on the steps.

Recommended re-setting of the central steps includes installing a reinforced concrete foundation with adequate drainage.

Project #5: Gravestone Conservation in Sections A and B.
Project #5 includes conservation treatment of 160 stones in Sections A and B identified in the
Gravestone and Monument Assessment as needing treatment. Of this number, 135 or 84% are listed as
priority #1. Work will include photographing (before and after conservation treatment), measuring,
fully documenting each stone, in addition to conserving them according to treatments specified in the
Gravestone and Monument Assessment.
Project #6: Gravestone Conservation in Sections E and F.
Project #6 includes conservation treatment of 133 stones in Sections E and F identified in the
Gravestone and Monument Assessment as needing treatment. Of this number, 110 or 83% are listed as
priority #1. Work will include photographing (before and after conservation treatment), measuring,
fully documenting each stone, in addition to conserving them according to treatments specified in the
Gravestone and Monument Assessment.
Project #7: Perimeter Fencing
Project #7 addresses the fencing along the east and west perimeter of the burying ground. As detailed
in the Landscape Assessment, deteriorated family plot fencing (wrought and cast iron) lines a portion of
the east side, and an old five-feet-high chain link fence rims the west side, and the condition of both
detracts from the burying ground’s appearance. Project #7 will involve removing the chain link fencing
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and replacing it with ornamental steel of a style complementary to the iron picket fencing along the
south edge. The same ornamental steel fencing will be installed along the east side, along Section E
and a portion of D, connecting to the existing cast and wrought iron fencing.

A 5’ high ornamental iron (steel) is recommended in place of the existing chain link fencing along the burying ground’s east and
west edges.

Project #8: Gravestone Conservation in Sections G and H.
Project #8 includes conservation treatment of 134 stones in Sections G and H identified in the
Gravestone and Monument Assessment as needing treatment. Of this number, 110 or 82% are listed as
priority #1. Work will include photographing (before and after conservation treatment), measuring,
fully documenting each stone, in addition to conserving them according to treatments specified in the
Gravestone and Monument Assessment.
Project #9: Walls, Copings, Curbs & Steps
Project #9 stabilizes the existing structures retaining the terraces and rimming family plots throughout
the burying ground. As discussed in the Structural Assessment, the low stone retaining walls, located in
Section F and along the east side of Section G appear in plumb and stable condition, true-to-line.
However, several joints are in need of repair, and staining is present across a good portion of the wall
surfaces. Project #9 will include re-pointing cracked joints with matching mortar, and cleaning across
the faces.
The burying ground contains many granite copings and curbs trimming family plots, and small sets of
steps connecting the terraces in Section G (along the east side). Due to inadequate foundations, poor
drainage and/or unstable soils, several of these small structures have sunken or begun to lean and some
have completely overturned. Project #9 will re-set them, providing more substantial bases, and in
extreme cases, installing better drainage.
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Project #10: Family Plot Fencing
Project #10 restores the existing cast and wrought iron fencing along the east property line, at the far
eastern edge of Section E. What remains of the cast iron fence stands on granite piers, and a granite
curb/coping support the wrought iron fence. Many components of the cast iron fence are missing,
including balusters, top and bottom rails. The existing fence will be removed, patterns made of missing
components, new components cast, and existing components refinished. While most of the wrought
iron fence exists, its painted surface has worn off. The entire fence will be removed and refinished.
After restoration is complete, both fences will be reinstalled on re-set piers and copings. A small
amount of grading around the piers and copings will help stabilize the structures.

Project #11: Cemetery Sign
The final project, Project #11, involves the development of a sign to (1) welcome visitors to the burying
ground; (2) direct them through the burying ground; and (3) provide interpretive information about
the burying ground’s history; the individuals and families interred with; and the importance of the
burying ground to the history and development of Ipswich. The style, color and materials of the
existing identification sign, located near the High Street entrance, could be as a basis for design of the
sign, and a kiosk could be incorporated into the panel to hold maps/brochures. Development of the
sign would be a collaborative effort of the Ipswich Historical Commission and Cemetery Commission.

Preservation Budgets
The following assigns a preliminary budget to each of the nine preservation projects listed above. Note
that the budget figures are merely projections, intended as guidelines for the Town of Ipswich in setting
fundraising goals. All figures are based on 2015 construction industry and conservation trade rates.
Project #1: Immediate Safety Measures: $25,500 - $32,500
The budget for Project #1 incorporates costs of the following:
 Baker Tomb and Noyes Tomb Reconstruction/Restoration ($15,000 - $20,000): Hiring an
engineer experienced with restoration of historic structures to prepare construction
documents (drawings and specifications) for façade reconstruction, and the cost of
reconstructing the tomb facades. The facades will be disassembled and each brick unit
numbered. Some bricks may need to be replaced with matching units, and mortars and
parging material must match existing mortars and materials.
 Declining and Dead Tree Removal ($10,000 - $12,000): Removing six declining and one dead
tree from the burying ground.
 Cast Iron Bollard Removal ($500): Removing the cast iron bollard located at the burying
ground entrance, adding fill and leveling the grade.
Project #2: Tree Re-Planting Plan: $10,000 - $15,000
The budget for Project #2 includes the cost of hiring a preservation landscape architect to prepare a
planting plan for new trees, drawing from the list of recommended species provided in the
Management section of this plan. Note: costs for treating/removing trees and planting new trees have not
been included in this budget.

- 25 -

Ipswich Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan

Project #3: Gravestone Conservation in Sections C and D: $146,640 - $150,000
The budget for Project #3 includes labor and material required to treat 282 stones. Fees will
including documenting the existing condition of each stone (photographing, documenting
material, size, location, inscription and condition); providing the appropriate conservation
treatment; photographing the stone after treatment is complete; and compiling a treatment report.
Note: this project may be completed as one project, or may be split into two projects, conducted section by
section.
Project #4: Cemetery Circulation: $55,000 - $65,000
The budget for Project #4 includes regrading, and reconstructing the central pathway and central
granite steps. Costs include hiring a preservation landscape architect to prepare construction
documents and hiring a site work contractor to demolish the existing walkway; remove the existing
steps; cut and fill, as required, to even the grade; install a new 8” compacted gravel base and
stabilized crushed stone/stone dust surface; install reinforced concrete footings; reinstall the granite
steps; and install historically-appropriate handrails on each of the seventeen step flights (87 treads).
Project #5: Gravestone Conservation in Sections A and B: $83,200 - $100,000
The budget for Project #3 includes labor and material required to treat 160 stones. Fees will
including documenting the existing condition of each stone (photographing, documenting
material, size, location, inscription and condition); providing the appropriate conservation
treatment; photographing the stone after treatment is complete; and compiling a treatment report.
Note: this project may be completed as one project, or may be split into two projects, conducted section by
section.
Project #6: Gravestone Conservation in Sections E and F: $69,160 - $75,000
The budget for Project #6 includes labor and material required to treat 133 stones. Fees will
including documenting the existing condition of each stone (photographing, documenting
material, size, location, inscription and condition); providing the appropriate conservation
treatment; photographing the stone after treatment is complete; and compiling a treatment report.
Note: this project may be completed as one project, or may be split into two projects, conducted section by
section.
Project #7: Perimeter Fencing: $33,000 - $40,000
The budget for Project #7 includes the cost of removing and disposing the existing chain link
fencing and installing new ornamental steel fencing along the west side and a portion of the east
side (approximately 550 LF).
Project #8: Gravestone Conservation in Sections G and H: $69,680 - $75,000
The budget for Project #6 includes labor and material required to treat 134 stones. As with Project
#s 3, 5, and 6, fees will including documenting the existing condition of each stone
(photographing, documenting material, size, location, inscription and condition); providing the
appropriate conservation treatment; photographing the stone after treatment is complete; and
compiling a treatment report. Note: this project may be completed as one project, or may be split into two
projects, conducted section by section.
Project #9: Walls, Copings, Curbs and Steps: $25.00 - $30.00/LF
The budget for Project #9 includes a linear foot (LF) cost of stabilizing the many existing copings,
curbs, and steps throughout the burying ground, as well as cleaning and repointing the mortared
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retaining walls. Note: the town may opt to complete all work as one project, or tackle a few features at a
time.
Project #10: Family Plot Fencing: $15,000 - $20,000
The budget for Project #10 includes the cost of dismantling both the cast and wrought iron fences;
exposing and cleaning the existing granite piers and curb; transporting the fence pieces to a
foundry; making molds and recasting missing cast iron; refinishing/repairing existing wrought and
cast iron; returning the fences to the site; resetting the granite piers and curb on adequate bases;
reinstalling the restored fences. Note: this project may be completed as one project, or may be split into two
projects.
Project #11: Cemetery Sign/Kiosk: $2,500 - $5,000
The budget for Project #11 includes hiring a professional to create a design and pay for fabrication
and installation of directional and interpretive signs.

Preservation Resources
The following organizations can supply advice, guidance and technical assistance for preservation
efforts in historic burial places. Those marked with an asterisk (*) provide financial assistance for
preservation activities. Note that funding priorities, award levels and application requirements for the
various funding organizations can frequently shift. The Town of Ipswich should contact each resource
for up-to-date information, prior to making an application.
The Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation. The Alliance in an organization of professionals
dedicated to the preservation and conservation of historic landscapes in all their variety from formal
gardens to public parks to rural and natural expanses. The organization provides a forum for
communication and exchange among its members.
The Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation
www.ahlp.org
American Association for State and Local History. This national organization provides leadership,
service and support for preservation and interpretation of state and local history, making the past more
meaningful in American society. The organization’s bookstore offers dozens of titles pertaining to
historic preservation.
American Society for State and Local History
1717 Church Street
Nashville, TN 37203-2991
www.aaslh.org
The Association for Gravestone Studies. AGS is a non-profit organization dedicated to the study and
preservation of cemeteries and gravestones. Services include publications, a monthly newsletter,
quarterly journal and annual conference.
The Association for Gravestone Studies
Greenfield Corporate Center
101 Munson Street, Suite 108
Greenfield, MA 01301
www.gravestonestudies.org
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Association for Preservation Technology International. The Association for Preservation Technology
International (APT) is a cross-disciplinary, membership organization dedicated to promoting the best
technology for conserving historic structures and their settings.
Association for Preservation Technology International
3085 Stevenson Drive, Suite 200
Springfield, IL 62703
www.apti.org
Northeast Chapter:
northeastapt@gmail.com
Cultural Landscape Foundation. The Cultural Landscape Foundation seeks donations and gifts from
corporations, individuals, private foundations and government grants to increase awareness and public
benefit for cultural landscapes listed on, or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Project
support emphasizes interpretation, education, outreach, and public awareness.
Cultural Landscape Foundation
1711 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 200
Washington, DC 20009
www.tclf.org
Essex National Heritage Commission.* The Essex National Heritage Commission is a non-profit
organization dedicated to saving the unique character of Essex County, by sponsoring programs and
events that unite the 34 cities and towns on Essex County. The commission operates the Partnership
Grant Program, created to foster and support the stewardship activities of organizations that share the
commission’s mission to preserve and enhance the historic, cultural and natural resources of the Essex
National Heritage Area.
Essex National Heritage Commission
10 Federal Street, Suite 12
Salem, MA 01970
www.essexheritage.org
Heritage Preservation. This organization works to ensure the preservation of American’s cultural
heritage, offering programs and publications relating to care of books, documents, architecture,
sculpture and other artifacts. Its Save Outdoor Sculpture! program is a grass-roots effort to help local
organizations preserve sculpture and monuments.
Heritage Preservation
1012 14th Street, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20005
www.heritagepreservation.org
Massachusetts Cultural Council.* As the state arts agency of Massachusetts, MCC provides grants to
organizations in the arts, humanities, and interpretive sciences.
Massachusetts Cultural Council
10 St. James Avenue, 3rd Floor
Boston, MA 02116
www.massculturalcouncil.org
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Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities.* This state program of the National Endowment for
the Humanities supports discussion groups, workshops, conferences, lecture series, radio programs,
films, and video projects in the humanities.
Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities
66 Bridge Street
Northampton, MA 01060
www.mfh.org
Massachusetts Historical Commission.* MHC is Massachusetts’s state historic preservation office,
maintaining the State Register of Historic Places, overseeing all nominations made to the National
Register of Historic Places, and providing funding for preservation activities of many types.
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc/
National Center for Preservation Technology & Training.* A program of the United States
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, the NCPTT awards grants for information
management, training and research on technical issues in preservation, with an emphasis on
archaeology, historic architecture, historic landscapes, objects and materials conservation and
interpretation.
National Center for Preservation Technology & Training
645 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA 71457
www.ncptt.nps.gov
National Trust for Historic Preservation.* The trust is the leading national advocacy organization for
historic preservation, providing funding for preservation-related activities through several programs.
National Trust for Historic Preservation
1785 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036
www.nthp.org
Preservation Massachusetts. This state-wide non-profit organization is dedicated to preserving the
state’s cultural and historic resources through advocacy, education and community revitalization. In
partnership with the Massachusetts Historical Commission, Preservation Massachusetts sponsors an
annual meeting – a day-long gathering with symposia and workshops, and an announcement of the
Commonwealth’s most endangered resources.
Preservation Massachusetts
45 School Street
Boston, MA 02108
www.preservationmass.org
National Preservation Institute. This nonprofit organization provides preservation information,
knowledge, and skills to train and guide the stewards of historic and cultural places through seminars in
historic preservation and cultural resource management.
National Preservation Institute
P. O. Box 1702
Alexandria, VA 22313
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www.npi.org
Society of Architectural Historians, Landscape History Chapter. This membership-based professional
organization encourages research in landscape, gardening, and horticultural history, and promotes the
dissemination of such research through publications, meetings and lectures. It also provides a forum for
the exchange of ideas related to these disciplines through events and programs, and promotes
conservation, preservation, and recording of significant landscapes.
Society of Architectural Historians
Landscape History Chapter
1365 North Astor Street
Chicago, IL 60610-2144
www.sahlandscape.org
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MANAGEMENT

This final section of the Old North Burying Ground Preservation Plan will help the Town of Ipswich
care for the property’s landscape. It includes strategies for care of plants (trees and ground cover)
structures, and gravestones, and provides a maintenance schedule. By following this guide, the town
crews will help ensure the long term health of this important historic resource.
Management Log
Before the town begins caring for the landscape, the cemetery department should set up a
“management log,” or ongoing written record of inspections, repairs, and introductions of new
features, listed by date. The log should include methods and materials employed, as well as names and
contact information for any specialists employed in the burying ground’s care. The log should be
stored, in both electronic and manual format, in a secure location within the Town of Ipswich’s
cemetery department office.
Plants
Existing Plants: Trees
The Recommendations section of this plan specifies that the commission hire an arborist to perform a
detailed assessment of the trees at the Old North Burying Ground. In the meantime, however, the
town can adhere to the following measures to stabilize them.


Test the burying ground’s soil for quality in relationship to the mature tree population. The
test will detect any soil deficiencies, and determine a remedy for correcting them.



Provide and install cables as required. These will help stabilize any weakly-joined tree limbs.



Treat trees with a systemic insecticide to minimize stress caused by leaf-feeding pests.



Prune trees, removing all dead wood greater than ½” in diameter.



Create rings of mulch around the base of each tree, as wide as possible an up to the diameter of
the tree crown, taking care not obscure gravestones.



Where soil has built up at the base of trees, remove enough to expose the root collar.



Continue to remove any dead trees or tree limbs.

Existing Plants: No-Shrub Policy
Shrubs in the burying ground largely lie alongside individual gravesites, providing families an
opportunity for individual expression and personal commemoration. Unfortunately, gravesite shrub
plantings, introduced into cemetery landscapes in the 20th century, are inconsistent with the burying
ground’s predominantly 18th and 19th century design. Furthermore, they present long-term
maintenance problems. They quickly become overgrown, obscuring grave markers and complicating
lawn mowing. For the most part, families do not maintain shrub plantings, leaving the arduous
pruning, shaping, and feeding tasks to town maintenance crews.
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As part of the planting policy for the burying ground, the town should adopt a “no new shrub” rule. As
existing shrubs mature and die, they should be removed and replaced. Instead, the town should ask
families to donate trees to the burying ground allowing for the replacement of dead trees with new,
needed species. The exception to this rule should be slope stabilizing shrubs, introduced to the
terraced Sections G and H, as discussed later in this section.
Existing Plants: Ground Covers
The burying ground contains several perennial ground covers, mixed in with turf, and these spread an
array textures and hues throughout the landscape. The town should make an effort to retain and
encourage the growth of these, as they minimize the need for mowing, cutting down on maintenance
tasks. Each should be allowed to bloom, wither, and cast their seeds before they are mown, allowing
them to multiply. Weed killers and other such herbicides should not be used where these plants are
growing (some species may be classified as “weeds”).
Existing Plants: Turf
The following fertilizing and mowing guidelines will help maintain the turf areas, promoting a lush,
green appearance and healthier, longer living plants.
1. Fertilize sparingly, as too much fertilizer can cause grass to grow too rapidly, requiring more
mowing and making the plants more susceptible to disease. Not enough fertilizer can result in
weaker plants that are more susceptible to disease or stress brought on by drought.
2. Apply fertilizer three times per year – around Memorial Day and Labor Day, and finally, around
Halloween.
3. Do NOT fertilize in mid-summer. At this time of year, roots have become dormant. Fertilizer will
cause the leaves to grow, making the plants less tolerant of drought, heat and disease.
4. Follow these fertilizing instructions:
 Memorial Day – apply 1 pound of Nitrogen per 1,000 sf (with 50% of Nitrogen slowrelease). Use an N:P:K Ratio of 14-14-14.
 Labor Day - apply 2 pounds of Nitrogen per 1,000 sf (with 50% of Nitrogen slow-release).
Use an N:P:K Ratio of 14-14-14.
 Halloween - apply 1 pound of Nitrogen per 1,000 sf (with 75% of Nitrogen slow-release).
Use an N:P:K Ratio of 28-3-9.
5. When mowing, remove no more than one-third of the height of the turf at one time, always leaving
twice as much leaf height as is cut.
6. The best level for mown grass is 2 ½ inches, with 2 to 3 ½ inches the range.
7. It is best to mow lawns on an as-needed basis, not on a regular schedule, such as once per week.
8. When mowing around monuments and markers, crews should avoid contact between the
equipment and stones, and keep mowers 12” away from the stones. Slashes near the base of stones
are one of the most common causes of breakage. Weed-whackers should be used sparingly, and
preferably not at all.
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New Plants: Trees
As noted in the Landscape Assessment section of this plan, the burying ground contains a large percentage
of one species of tree, Acer saccharum, or sugar maple. When introducing new plants to the landscape,
the commission should select species from a palette of plants that (1) are well-suited to Ipswich’s
climate, and (2) reflect the 18th and 19th century character of the burying ground. Whenever possible,
the town should choose plants native to New England. A list of such plants and recommended
planting methods follow (*indicates species native to New England).
Evergreen Trees
Picea abies
Picea glauca
Pinus banksiana*
Pinus rigida*
Thuja spp.*

Norway Spruce
Black Spruce
Jack Pine
Pitch Pine
Red Cedar, White Cedar

Shade Trees
Acer rubrum*
Amelanchier canadensis*
Fagus americana*
Koelreuteria paniculata
Liquidambar styraciflua*
Liriodendron tulipifera*
Quercus alba*
Quercus robur
Quercus velutina
Sophora japonica*

Red Maple
Serviceberry
American Beech
Golden Rain Tree
Sweetgum
Tulip Tree
White Oak
English Oak
Black Oak
Scholar Tree

Ornamental Trees (Sections G and H)
Acer palmatum
Cedrus libani (evergreen)
Cercis canadensis*
Chionanthus virginicus
Cornus florida rubra
Cornus mas
Davidia involucrata
Franklinia altamaha
Magnolia acuminata
Stewartia malacodendron

Japanese Maple
Cedar of Lebanon
Redbud
White Fringetree
Pink Flowering Dogwood
Cornelian Cherry Dogwood
Dove-tree
Franklinia
Cucumber Tree Magnolia
Stewartia

New Plants: Slope Stabilizers
Maintenance crews have struggled with mowing turf on the steep terrace slopes of Sections G and H.
By installing slope-stabilizing plants, including low shrubs and ground covers, the town can minimize
the need for mowing, and also add color and texture to the terraces. The following plants will serve
this function:
Comptonia peregrina*
Dennstaedtia punctilobula*

Sweetfern
Hay-scented Fern
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Juniperus horizontalis*
Lonicera japonica*
Rhus armomatica*
Vaccinium angustifolium*

Horizontal Juniper
Hall’s Honeysuckle
Fragrant Sumac
Low Sweet Blueberry

New Plants: Ground Covers
As previously mentioned, ground covers add beauty to the burying ground landscape and minimize the
need for mowing. In shady areas, the town should select shade-tolerant species, indicated by asterisks,
below.
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi
Asarum canadense*
Cornus canadensis*
Erythronium albidum*
Gallium odoratum
Housatonia caerulea
Phlox stolonifera*
Phlox subulata
Potentilla tabernaemontani
Sedum
sp. reflexum, sp. cauticola,
sp. anglicum, sp. brevifolium
Thymus serpyllum
Viola Canadensis*
Waldsteinia ternata

Bear Berry
Wild Ginger
Bunchberry
White Trout Lily
Sweet Woodruff
Bluets
Creeping Phlox
Moss Pink
Spring Cinquefoil
Stonecrops

Creeping Thyme
Canadian Violet
Barren Strawberry

*Native ground covers.
New Plants: Turf
In areas where ground covers are inappropriate or not preferable, the town should apply seed and
cultivate turf. Where necessary and appropriate, aerate and top-dress any compacted areas, prior to
applying seed. The following measures will help insure long-lived, healthy turf areas:
1. A seed mixture, consisting of Kentucky bluegrasses, fine fescues and perennial ryes is best, as it
minimizes the amount of mowing (each grows at a different rate) and provides a consistent green
appearance. “No-mow” mixes are also now available, which require as few as two mowings per year.
Using a mix will avoid the problems arising from mono-cultural plantings. A local seed market will
offer mixes appropriate for the northeastern Massachusetts area.
2. Once applied, seed should be covered with straw mulch. Hay should be avoided as it encourages
weed growth.
3. The seeded area should be watered as frequently as possible to encourage germination
(approximately one inch of rainwater per week).
4. Do not use herbicides to control weeds when the turf is becoming established.
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5. Once the turf is established, remove the straw mulch and follow the instructions listed above for
ongoing management.
Planting Methods
When introducing new plants to the cemeteries, the town should adhere to industry standards for
planting of trees, herbaceous perennials and ground covers. At a minimum, the town should adhere to
the recommendations included in the following planting details.

Tree planting detail. Note that the same general planting guidelines may be used for evergreen trees. New trees with a caliper
greater than 3” to 3.5” are not recommended, as they require many years to acclimate to new settings, and often do not survive.
Source: Martha Lyon Landscape Architecture, LLC.

Ground cover planting detail. These low-growing species are recommended for each of the cemeteries, to be used in lieu of turf,
for ease in maintenance and for the color and texture they provide in the landscape. Source: Martha Lyon Landscape
Architecture, LLC.
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Invasive Plant Species
As noted in the Landscape Assessment and Recommendations sections of this plan, the burying ground
contains at least five plants classified today as invasive species: Acer platanoides (Norway Maple); Alliaria
petiolata (Garlic Mustard); Celastrus orbitulata (Asian Bittersweet); Rosa multiflora (Multiflora Rose); and
Toxicodendron radicans (Poison Ivy). The town should make a concerted effort to remove and control regrowth of these plants, as they rapidly and aggressively spread, pushing out native and other desirable
species. Each of the plants is described and pictured below, with suggested control methods.
Acer platanoides (Norway Maple)
Norway Maple is native to Europe and Western
Asia, and was introduced in the United States as
an ornamental landscape plant. It reproduces
prolifically in forests, fields, and other natural
habitats, forming dense shady stands and
displacing native trees and shrubs. The tree has
smooth, grey bark that becomes furrowed with
age, and its leaves are dark green. The leaves
have little or no fall color, which is one of the
easiest ways of distinguishing it from the
brilliant orange-colored sugar maple, or bright
crimson-colored red maple.
Norway maples spread by sending their mature fruits, or “samaras” through the wind. Small seedlings
may be uprooted from the ground by hand, and small and large trees can be cut to the ground level.
An application of glyphosate (Roundup) or triclopyr (Garlon 3A or Farlon 4) herbicide can also help
control. The best means of control, however, is simply not planting them.
Alliaria petiolata (Garlic Mustard)
Garlic Mustard is a biennial herb native to
Europe, and colonies of the plant have spread
along the east burying ground property line. It
typically invades partially-shaded forested and
roadside areas. Its seeds germinate in early
spring, and the new plants develop basal leaves,
in a rosette pattern, during the first year.
Between late April and June of the following
year, it produces white flowers. Later in the
summer, it produces seeds which mature and
disperse, and then die. The seeds can remain
viable for up to five years.
Methods of controlling the spread of Garlic
Mustard include hand-pulling, cutting, and
application of herbicides. The plants can be hand-pulled at any time, but if pulled when their seed
capsules are present, the plants should be bagged. Once pulled, the soil should be firmly tamped down
to prevent other dormant seeds from emerging. Cutting may be performed in late spring and early
summer and if cut at ground-level, the plants will be completely eradicated. However, repeated cuttings
may be necessary, as dormant seeds may germinate and produce new plants. Cutting should be done
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for a minimum of five years, or until the plant has disappeared. Herbicides, including glufosinateammonium and glyphosate, may be applied to the plant seedlings, prior to flowering. This will
eliminate seed production, and therefore stop the spread of the plant.
Cerastus orbiculata (Asian Bittersweet)
Asian Bittersweet is a deciduous, woody perennial
vine native to Eastern Asia. It was introduced in the
United States as an ornamental plant and is still
widely planted and maintained as an ornamental
vine. Its leaves are rounded and glossy and it
produces clusters of small greenish flowers. Mature
plants produce green to yellow fruits which split
open to show red-orange seed sacs (“arils”). Many
people cut the vines containing the fruits to make
floral arrangements and wreaths. While attractive,
the cuttings promote further spread of the vines.
The plant also spreads through root suckering.
The most successful means of controlling Bittersweet
is through a combination of manual, mechanical
and chemical applications. Small patches of the
plant can be pulled manually, or cut to the ground. When cut, the stems must be treated with an
herbicide to control re-growth from the stem area. Chemicals, including triclophyr and glyphosate, can
be applied (sprayed) to larger masses of Bittersweet. This should be done in the late summer or fall, so
impacts to native plants and animals are minimal.
Rosa multiflora (Multiflora Rose)
Multiflora Rose is a dense shrub with long, arching
stems, growing to heights between 5 and 10 feet. It
features a compound leaf with 5 to 11 leaflets, each
less than 1-1/2 inches long. It produces white
flowers (beginning around June) and bright red
fruits that persist through the winter. It contains
hairy projections at the base of its leaf stems which
distinguish it from other native shrub roses. The
plant forms dense, impenetrable clumps and is
easily spread by birds that consume the berries and
release seeds through defecation.
Control of Multiflora Rose can be accomplished through repeated mowings over several years.
Herbicides can also be applied to the crown and lower 12 to 18 inches of stems of dormant plants with
dry bark. Products include Banvel, Crossbow, Weedone 170, and Weedone CB.
Toxicodendron radicans (Poison Ivy)
Poison Ivy is a highly toxic (as the Latin name suggests) low-growing shrub or vine that can climb to the
tops of very tall trees. It contains aerial rootlets that attach to any surface. It features compound leaves
with three leaflets with smooth, scalloped or irregularly-toothed margins. The plant is spread by birds
that consume its fruit (berries) and release seed through defecation.
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Control of Poison Ivy, while difficult, is not
impossible. Repeated cutting of plants back to the
ground can eventually starve the plants. Small
plants can be dug and discarded. Herbicides for
control include Amino triazole (Amitrol) and
glyphosate (Roundup), applied during periods of
rapid plant growth. The entire plant (all the
vegetation) must be thoroughly covered during
repeated applications.
Vitus spp. (Wild Grape)
Wild grape is a high-climbing or trailing woody
vine with shreddy bark and simple, alternate
toothed and lobed leaves varying in length from
two to nine inches. They produce green flowers
between May and July, and purple black fruit
between July and October (fruit can remain on the
vine through the winter). The plant’s seeds are
spread when birds and small mammals ingest the
fruit and then defecate. The vines can also sprout
from roots or cut vine stumps. The plant is shade
intolerant, and is currently growing on the terraced
sections of the burying ground.
Control of the vines can be through either
chemical or mechanical means. Chemicals include
Dicamba (applied as a foliar spray, basal bark, or
spot application), Fosamine (foliar spray) and 2,4-D
herbicide (selective treatment when applied as a
stump treatment, basal bark spray, or tree
injection). Caution must be taken when using any
of these Mechanical means are affective only if the plants are growing in shade conditions, where the
vines can be severed one to two feet about the ground. After cutting, the vine will likely re-sprout, but
the sprouts and entire plant will die within three years, if in heavy shade.
A Note About Rhus typhina (Staghorn Sumac)
Colonies of Rhus typhina, commonly known as
Staghorn Sumac, have appeared in several sections
of the burying ground where they are not desired,
including burial plots in both Sections E and G.
Unlike the several invasive plant species discussed
above, Rhus typhina is native to North America,
and therefore its growth should be controlled, but
not eradicated. The town cemetery crews have
successfully contained the plant through repeated
cuttings during dormant periods, and should
continue this practice to slow the growth of suckers.
Areas where cuttings have been made should be
continually mowed throughout the non-dormant periods to ensure that the plants do not re-emerge.
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Structures
As discussed in the Landscape Assessment section of this plan, the burying ground contains tombs,
mortared walls, dry-laid stone walls, steps and multiple stone enclosures around family plots. The
Recommendations section suggests approaches for restoring these structures. Regardless of the structures’
age, however, the town should implement the following management methods for delaying and/or
inhibiting deterioration:


Clear volunteer tree, shrub, and vine growth away from structures, and remove buildup of dead
leaves. Allowing these to grow in and around structures not only contributes to their decay, it
creates an overall unkempt appearance, making the structures appear neglected and/or
abandoned.



Inspect structures yearly for deterioration, such as leaning, splintering and/or cracking. If
deterioration is detected, make repairs as soon as possible, as deferred maintenance will add
significantly to the long-term cost of upkeep.

Gravestones
The Recommendations section of this plan includes conservation of gravestones and monuments in need
of repair. This work must be carried out by trained professionals only. Under no circumstances should
untrained individuals attempt to repair stones, as improper treatment of stones can lead to further
deterioration. Conservation professionals will employ treatments that help stabilize the stones for
many, years, however, because the stones lie exposed to weather and are vulnerable to vandalism,
further deterioration is always possible. Should further damage occur, the commission should consult a
stone conservation specialist, before undertaking any type of repair.

Management Resources
Culina, William, Native Trees, Shrubs & Vines. Framingham, MA: The New England Wildflower
Society, 2002.
Dirr, Michael A., Dirr’s Hardy Trees and Shrubs, An Illustrated Encyclopedia. Portland, OR: Timber
Press, 1997.
Favretti, Rudy J. and Joy Putman Favretti, Landscapes and Gardens for Historic Buildings, Second
Edition. Nashville: The American Association for State and Local History, 1991.
Mack, Robert C., AIA and Anne E. Grimmer, Historic Preservation Brief Number 1, Assessing
Cleaning and Water Repellant Treatments for Historic Masonry Buildings, US Department of the
Interior, National Park Service, 2000.
Mack, Robert C., AIA and John P. Speweik, Historic Preservation Brief Number 2, Repointing of
Mortar Joints in Historic Masonry Buildings, US Department of the Interior, National Park
Service, 1998.
Strangstad, Lynette, A Gravestone Preservation Primer. Nashville, TN: The American Association for
State and Local History, 1988.
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Management Schedule

January March



If removing snow eliminate the use of salt.

April



Inspect the gravestones and monuments for damage that may have occurred
over the winter. Consult a specialist about repairing any major damage.
Remove leaves from inside burying ground walls and fences
Inspect turf and paved roads and paths for damage that may have occurred
over the winter. Patch accordingly.




May






June





Inspect trees for damage that may have occurred over the winter and note
any needs for pruning and removals.
Begin mowing turf on an as-needed basis to a height no less than 2-1/2
inches.
Around Memorial Day, fertilize turf areas (14-14-14).
Plant new trees and groundcovers, and seed grassy areas, as required.
Conduct pruning and removals of trees.
Continue mowing turf on an as-needed basis to a height no less than 2-1/2
inches.
Continue to plant new trees and groundcovers, and grassy areas, as
required.

July



Continue mowing turf on an as-needed basis to a height no less than 2-1/2
inches. Suspend mowing during hot, dry periods.

August



September




Continue mowing turf on an as-needed basis to a height no less than 2-1/2
inches. Suspend mowing during hot, dry periods.
Around Labor Day, fertilize turf areas (14-14-14).
Continue mowing turf on an as-needed basis to a height no less than 2-1/2
inches.
Resume planting of new trees and groundcovers, and lawns, as required
Inspect gravestones and monuments for damage that may have occurred
over the summer. Consult a specialist about repairing any major damage.




October



Around Halloween, fertilize turf areas (28-3-9).

November
December



If removing snow eliminate the use of salt.
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MANAGEMENT

This final section of the Old North Burying Ground Preservation Plan will help the Town of Ipswich
care for the property’s landscape. It includes strategies for care of plants (trees and ground cover)
structures, and gravestones, and provides a maintenance schedule. By following this guide, the town
crews will help ensure the long term health of this important historic resource.
Management Log
Before the town begins caring for the landscape, the cemetery department should set up a
“management log,” or ongoing written record of inspections, repairs, and introductions of new
features, listed by date. The log should include methods and materials employed, as well as names and
contact information for any specialists employed in the burying ground’s care. The log should be
stored, in both electronic and manual format, in a secure location within the Town of Ipswich’s
cemetery department office.
Plants
Existing Plants: Trees
The Recommendations section of this plan specifies that the commission hire an arborist to perform a
detailed assessment of the trees at the Old North Burying Ground. In the meantime, however, the
town can adhere to the following measures to stabilize them.


Test the burying ground’s soil for quality in relationship to the mature tree population. The
test will detect any soil deficiencies, and determine a remedy for correcting them.



Provide and install cables as required. These will help stabilize any weakly-joined tree limbs.



Treat trees with a systemic insecticide to minimize stress caused by leaf-feeding pests.



Prune trees, removing all dead wood greater than ½” in diameter.



Create rings of mulch around the base of each tree, as wide as possible an up to the diameter of
the tree crown, taking care not obscure gravestones.



Where soil has built up at the base of trees, remove enough to expose the root collar.



Continue to remove any dead trees or tree limbs.

Existing Plants: No-Shrub Policy
Shrubs in the burying ground largely lie alongside individual gravesites, providing families an
opportunity for individual expression and personal commemoration. Unfortunately, gravesite shrub
plantings, introduced into cemetery landscapes in the 20th century, are inconsistent with the burying
ground’s predominantly 18th and 19th century design. Furthermore, they present long-term
maintenance problems. They quickly become overgrown, obscuring grave markers and complicating
lawn mowing. For the most part, families do not maintain shrub plantings, leaving the arduous
pruning, shaping, and feeding tasks to town maintenance crews.
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As part of the planting policy for the burying ground, the town should adopt a “no new shrub” rule. As
existing shrubs mature and die, they should be removed and replaced. Instead, the town should ask
families to donate trees to the burying ground allowing for the replacement of dead trees with new,
needed species. The exception to this rule should be slope stabilizing shrubs, introduced to the
terraced Sections G and H, as discussed later in this section.
Existing Plants: Ground Covers
The burying ground contains several perennial ground covers, mixed in with turf, and these spread an
array textures and hues throughout the landscape. The town should make an effort to retain and
encourage the growth of these, as they minimize the need for mowing, cutting down on maintenance
tasks. Each should be allowed to bloom, wither, and cast their seeds before they are mown, allowing
them to multiply. Weed killers and other such herbicides should not be used where these plants are
growing (some species may be classified as “weeds”).
Existing Plants: Turf
The following fertilizing and mowing guidelines will help maintain the turf areas, promoting a lush,
green appearance and healthier, longer living plants.
1. Fertilize sparingly, as too much fertilizer can cause grass to grow too rapidly, requiring more
mowing and making the plants more susceptible to disease. Not enough fertilizer can result in
weaker plants that are more susceptible to disease or stress brought on by drought.
2. Apply fertilizer three times per year – around Memorial Day and Labor Day, and finally, around
Halloween.
3. Do NOT fertilize in mid-summer. At this time of year, roots have become dormant. Fertilizer will
cause the leaves to grow, making the plants less tolerant of drought, heat and disease.
4. Follow these fertilizing instructions:
 Memorial Day – apply 1 pound of Nitrogen per 1,000 sf (with 50% of Nitrogen slowrelease). Use an N:P:K Ratio of 14-14-14.
 Labor Day - apply 2 pounds of Nitrogen per 1,000 sf (with 50% of Nitrogen slow-release).
Use an N:P:K Ratio of 14-14-14.
 Halloween - apply 1 pound of Nitrogen per 1,000 sf (with 75% of Nitrogen slow-release).
Use an N:P:K Ratio of 28-3-9.
5. When mowing, remove no more than one-third of the height of the turf at one time, always leaving
twice as much leaf height as is cut.
6. The best level for mown grass is 2 ½ inches, with 2 to 3 ½ inches the range.
7. It is best to mow lawns on an as-needed basis, not on a regular schedule, such as once per week.
8. When mowing around monuments and markers, crews should avoid contact between the
equipment and stones, and keep mowers 12” away from the stones. Slashes near the base of stones
are one of the most common causes of breakage. Weed-whackers should be used sparingly, and
preferably not at all.
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New Plants: Trees
As noted in the Landscape Assessment section of this plan, the burying ground contains a large percentage
of one species of tree, Acer saccharum, or sugar maple. When introducing new plants to the landscape,
the commission should select species from a palette of plants that (1) are well-suited to Ipswich’s
climate, and (2) reflect the 18th and 19th century character of the burying ground. Whenever possible,
the town should choose plants native to New England. A list of such plants and recommended
planting methods follow (*indicates species native to New England).
Evergreen Trees
Picea abies
Picea glauca
Pinus banksiana*
Pinus rigida*
Thuja spp.*

Norway Spruce
Black Spruce
Jack Pine
Pitch Pine
Red Cedar, White Cedar

Shade Trees
Acer rubrum*
Amelanchier canadensis*
Fagus americana*
Koelreuteria paniculata
Liquidambar styraciflua*
Liriodendron tulipifera*
Quercus alba*
Quercus robur
Quercus velutina
Sophora japonica*

Red Maple
Serviceberry
American Beech
Golden Rain Tree
Sweetgum
Tulip Tree
White Oak
English Oak
Black Oak
Scholar Tree

Ornamental Trees (Sections G and H)
Acer palmatum
Cedrus libani (evergreen)
Cercis canadensis*
Chionanthus virginicus
Cornus florida rubra
Cornus mas
Davidia involucrata
Franklinia altamaha
Magnolia acuminata
Stewartia malacodendron

Japanese Maple
Cedar of Lebanon
Redbud
White Fringetree
Pink Flowering Dogwood
Cornelian Cherry Dogwood
Dove-tree
Franklinia
Cucumber Tree Magnolia
Stewartia

New Plants: Slope Stabilizers
Maintenance crews have struggled with mowing turf on the steep terrace slopes of Sections G and H.
By installing slope-stabilizing plants, including low shrubs and ground covers, the town can minimize
the need for mowing, and also add color and texture to the terraces. The following plants will serve
this function:
Comptonia peregrina*
Dennstaedtia punctilobula*

Sweetfern
Hay-scented Fern
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Juniperus horizontalis*
Lonicera japonica*
Rhus armomatica*
Vaccinium angustifolium*

Horizontal Juniper
Hall’s Honeysuckle
Fragrant Sumac
Low Sweet Blueberry

New Plants: Ground Covers
As previously mentioned, ground covers add beauty to the burying ground landscape and minimize the
need for mowing. In shady areas, the town should select shade-tolerant species, indicated by asterisks,
below.
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi
Asarum canadense*
Cornus canadensis*
Erythronium albidum*
Gallium odoratum
Housatonia caerulea
Phlox stolonifera*
Phlox subulata
Potentilla tabernaemontani
Sedum
sp. reflexum, sp. cauticola,
sp. anglicum, sp. brevifolium
Thymus serpyllum
Viola Canadensis*
Waldsteinia ternata

Bear Berry
Wild Ginger
Bunchberry
White Trout Lily
Sweet Woodruff
Bluets
Creeping Phlox
Moss Pink
Spring Cinquefoil
Stonecrops

Creeping Thyme
Canadian Violet
Barren Strawberry

*Native ground covers.
New Plants: Turf
In areas where ground covers are inappropriate or not preferable, the town should apply seed and
cultivate turf. Where necessary and appropriate, aerate and top-dress any compacted areas, prior to
applying seed. The following measures will help insure long-lived, healthy turf areas:
1. A seed mixture, consisting of Kentucky bluegrasses, fine fescues and perennial ryes is best, as it
minimizes the amount of mowing (each grows at a different rate) and provides a consistent green
appearance. “No-mow” mixes are also now available, which require as few as two mowings per year.
Using a mix will avoid the problems arising from mono-cultural plantings. A local seed market will
offer mixes appropriate for the northeastern Massachusetts area.
2. Once applied, seed should be covered with straw mulch. Hay should be avoided as it encourages
weed growth.
3. The seeded area should be watered as frequently as possible to encourage germination
(approximately one inch of rainwater per week).
4. Do not use herbicides to control weeds when the turf is becoming established.
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5. Once the turf is established, remove the straw mulch and follow the instructions listed above for
ongoing management.
Planting Methods
When introducing new plants to the cemeteries, the town should adhere to industry standards for
planting of trees, herbaceous perennials and ground covers. At a minimum, the town should adhere to
the recommendations included in the following planting details.

Tree planting detail. Note that the same general planting guidelines may be used for evergreen trees. New trees with a caliper
greater than 3” to 3.5” are not recommended, as they require many years to acclimate to new settings, and often do not survive.
Source: Martha Lyon Landscape Architecture, LLC.

Ground cover planting detail. These low-growing species are recommended for each of the cemeteries, to be used in lieu of turf,
for ease in maintenance and for the color and texture they provide in the landscape. Source: Martha Lyon Landscape
Architecture, LLC.
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Invasive Plant Species
As noted in the Landscape Assessment and Recommendations sections of this plan, the burying ground
contains at least five plants classified today as invasive species: Acer platanoides (Norway Maple); Alliaria
petiolata (Garlic Mustard); Celastrus orbitulata (Asian Bittersweet); Rosa multiflora (Multiflora Rose); and
Toxicodendron radicans (Poison Ivy). The town should make a concerted effort to remove and control regrowth of these plants, as they rapidly and aggressively spread, pushing out native and other desirable
species. Each of the plants is described and pictured below, with suggested control methods.
Acer platanoides (Norway Maple)
Norway Maple is native to Europe and Western
Asia, and was introduced in the United States as
an ornamental landscape plant. It reproduces
prolifically in forests, fields, and other natural
habitats, forming dense shady stands and
displacing native trees and shrubs. The tree has
smooth, grey bark that becomes furrowed with
age, and its leaves are dark green. The leaves
have little or no fall color, which is one of the
easiest ways of distinguishing it from the
brilliant orange-colored sugar maple, or bright
crimson-colored red maple.
Norway maples spread by sending their mature fruits, or “samaras” through the wind. Small seedlings
may be uprooted from the ground by hand, and small and large trees can be cut to the ground level.
An application of glyphosate (Roundup) or triclopyr (Garlon 3A or Farlon 4) herbicide can also help
control. The best means of control, however, is simply not planting them.
Alliaria petiolata (Garlic Mustard)
Garlic Mustard is a biennial herb native to
Europe, and colonies of the plant have spread
along the east burying ground property line. It
typically invades partially-shaded forested and
roadside areas. Its seeds germinate in early
spring, and the new plants develop basal leaves,
in a rosette pattern, during the first year.
Between late April and June of the following
year, it produces white flowers. Later in the
summer, it produces seeds which mature and
disperse, and then die. The seeds can remain
viable for up to five years.
Methods of controlling the spread of Garlic
Mustard include hand-pulling, cutting, and
application of herbicides. The plants can be hand-pulled at any time, but if pulled when their seed
capsules are present, the plants should be bagged. Once pulled, the soil should be firmly tamped down
to prevent other dormant seeds from emerging. Cutting may be performed in late spring and early
summer and if cut at ground-level, the plants will be completely eradicated. However, repeated cuttings
may be necessary, as dormant seeds may germinate and produce new plants. Cutting should be done
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for a minimum of five years, or until the plant has disappeared. Herbicides, including glufosinateammonium and glyphosate, may be applied to the plant seedlings, prior to flowering. This will
eliminate seed production, and therefore stop the spread of the plant.
Cerastus orbiculata (Asian Bittersweet)
Asian Bittersweet is a deciduous, woody perennial
vine native to Eastern Asia. It was introduced in the
United States as an ornamental plant and is still
widely planted and maintained as an ornamental
vine. Its leaves are rounded and glossy and it
produces clusters of small greenish flowers. Mature
plants produce green to yellow fruits which split
open to show red-orange seed sacs (“arils”). Many
people cut the vines containing the fruits to make
floral arrangements and wreaths. While attractive,
the cuttings promote further spread of the vines.
The plant also spreads through root suckering.
The most successful means of controlling Bittersweet
is through a combination of manual, mechanical
and chemical applications. Small patches of the
plant can be pulled manually, or cut to the ground. When cut, the stems must be treated with an
herbicide to control re-growth from the stem area. Chemicals, including triclophyr and glyphosate, can
be applied (sprayed) to larger masses of Bittersweet. This should be done in the late summer or fall, so
impacts to native plants and animals are minimal.
Rosa multiflora (Multiflora Rose)
Multiflora Rose is a dense shrub with long, arching
stems, growing to heights between 5 and 10 feet. It
features a compound leaf with 5 to 11 leaflets, each
less than 1-1/2 inches long. It produces white
flowers (beginning around June) and bright red
fruits that persist through the winter. It contains
hairy projections at the base of its leaf stems which
distinguish it from other native shrub roses. The
plant forms dense, impenetrable clumps and is
easily spread by birds that consume the berries and
release seeds through defecation.
Control of Multiflora Rose can be accomplished through repeated mowings over several years.
Herbicides can also be applied to the crown and lower 12 to 18 inches of stems of dormant plants with
dry bark. Products include Banvel, Crossbow, Weedone 170, and Weedone CB.
Toxicodendron radicans (Poison Ivy)
Poison Ivy is a highly toxic (as the Latin name suggests) low-growing shrub or vine that can climb to the
tops of very tall trees. It contains aerial rootlets that attach to any surface. It features compound leaves
with three leaflets with smooth, scalloped or irregularly-toothed margins. The plant is spread by birds
that consume its fruit (berries) and release seed through defecation.
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Control of Poison Ivy, while difficult, is not
impossible. Repeated cutting of plants back to the
ground can eventually starve the plants. Small
plants can be dug and discarded. Herbicides for
control include Amino triazole (Amitrol) and
glyphosate (Roundup), applied during periods of
rapid plant growth. The entire plant (all the
vegetation) must be thoroughly covered during
repeated applications.
Vitus spp. (Wild Grape)
Wild grape is a high-climbing or trailing woody
vine with shreddy bark and simple, alternate
toothed and lobed leaves varying in length from
two to nine inches. They produce green flowers
between May and July, and purple black fruit
between July and October (fruit can remain on the
vine through the winter). The plant’s seeds are
spread when birds and small mammals ingest the
fruit and then defecate. The vines can also sprout
from roots or cut vine stumps. The plant is shade
intolerant, and is currently growing on the terraced
sections of the burying ground.
Control of the vines can be through either
chemical or mechanical means. Chemicals include
Dicamba (applied as a foliar spray, basal bark, or
spot application), Fosamine (foliar spray) and 2,4-D
herbicide (selective treatment when applied as a
stump treatment, basal bark spray, or tree
injection). Caution must be taken when using any
of these Mechanical means are affective only if the plants are growing in shade conditions, where the
vines can be severed one to two feet about the ground. After cutting, the vine will likely re-sprout, but
the sprouts and entire plant will die within three years, if in heavy shade.
A Note About Rhus typhina (Staghorn Sumac)
Colonies of Rhus typhina, commonly known as
Staghorn Sumac, have appeared in several sections
of the burying ground where they are not desired,
including burial plots in both Sections E and G.
Unlike the several invasive plant species discussed
above, Rhus typhina is native to North America,
and therefore its growth should be controlled, but
not eradicated. The town cemetery crews have
successfully contained the plant through repeated
cuttings during dormant periods, and should
continue this practice to slow the growth of suckers.
Areas where cuttings have been made should be
continually mowed throughout the non-dormant periods to ensure that the plants do not re-emerge.
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Structures
As discussed in the Landscape Assessment section of this plan, the burying ground contains tombs,
mortared walls, dry-laid stone walls, steps and multiple stone enclosures around family plots. The
Recommendations section suggests approaches for restoring these structures. Regardless of the structures’
age, however, the town should implement the following management methods for delaying and/or
inhibiting deterioration:


Clear volunteer tree, shrub, and vine growth away from structures, and remove buildup of dead
leaves. Allowing these to grow in and around structures not only contributes to their decay, it
creates an overall unkempt appearance, making the structures appear neglected and/or
abandoned.



Inspect structures yearly for deterioration, such as leaning, splintering and/or cracking. If
deterioration is detected, make repairs as soon as possible, as deferred maintenance will add
significantly to the long-term cost of upkeep.

Gravestones
The Recommendations section of this plan includes conservation of gravestones and monuments in need
of repair. This work must be carried out by trained professionals only. Under no circumstances should
untrained individuals attempt to repair stones, as improper treatment of stones can lead to further
deterioration. Conservation professionals will employ treatments that help stabilize the stones for
many, years, however, because the stones lie exposed to weather and are vulnerable to vandalism,
further deterioration is always possible. Should further damage occur, the commission should consult a
stone conservation specialist, before undertaking any type of repair.

Management Resources
Culina, William, Native Trees, Shrubs & Vines. Framingham, MA: The New England Wildflower
Society, 2002.
Dirr, Michael A., Dirr’s Hardy Trees and Shrubs, An Illustrated Encyclopedia. Portland, OR: Timber
Press, 1997.
Favretti, Rudy J. and Joy Putman Favretti, Landscapes and Gardens for Historic Buildings, Second
Edition. Nashville: The American Association for State and Local History, 1991.
Mack, Robert C., AIA and Anne E. Grimmer, Historic Preservation Brief Number 1, Assessing
Cleaning and Water Repellant Treatments for Historic Masonry Buildings, US Department of the
Interior, National Park Service, 2000.
Mack, Robert C., AIA and John P. Speweik, Historic Preservation Brief Number 2, Repointing of
Mortar Joints in Historic Masonry Buildings, US Department of the Interior, National Park
Service, 1998.
Strangstad, Lynette, A Gravestone Preservation Primer. Nashville, TN: The American Association for
State and Local History, 1988.
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Management Schedule

January March



If removing snow eliminate the use of salt.

April



Inspect the gravestones and monuments for damage that may have occurred
over the winter. Consult a specialist about repairing any major damage.
Remove leaves from inside burying ground walls and fences
Inspect turf and paved roads and paths for damage that may have occurred
over the winter. Patch accordingly.




May






June





Inspect trees for damage that may have occurred over the winter and note
any needs for pruning and removals.
Begin mowing turf on an as-needed basis to a height no less than 2-1/2
inches.
Around Memorial Day, fertilize turf areas (14-14-14).
Plant new trees and groundcovers, and seed grassy areas, as required.
Conduct pruning and removals of trees.
Continue mowing turf on an as-needed basis to a height no less than 2-1/2
inches.
Continue to plant new trees and groundcovers, and grassy areas, as
required.

July



Continue mowing turf on an as-needed basis to a height no less than 2-1/2
inches. Suspend mowing during hot, dry periods.

August



September




Continue mowing turf on an as-needed basis to a height no less than 2-1/2
inches. Suspend mowing during hot, dry periods.
Around Labor Day, fertilize turf areas (14-14-14).
Continue mowing turf on an as-needed basis to a height no less than 2-1/2
inches.
Resume planting of new trees and groundcovers, and lawns, as required
Inspect gravestones and monuments for damage that may have occurred
over the summer. Consult a specialist about repairing any major damage.




October



Around Halloween, fertilize turf areas (28-3-9).

November
December



If removing snow eliminate the use of salt.
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HISTORICAL CHRONOLOGY
1634.

Ipswich, named for the merchants of Ipswich, England, was
incorporated and the first meeting house was built. (350th) Note: this
meeting house was re-built several times – 1646?, 1702 (on the North
Green), 1749 (also on the North Green)
“Our fathers ‘selected a goodly spot, the old ground at the foot of the
sunny-hill slope on High Street and the year, 1634, saw a very
sorrowful company gathered about a new grave somewhere there, for
Martha, the young wife of John Winthrop, Jr., lived but a year after
the settlement was begun, -- the very first, perhaps, to be laid to rest
there.’” (Waters, pp. 13-14)
“The burying place” was agreed upon as the westward limit of the
settlement. (Waters, 374) (It is likely that this site consisted of
approximately 1 acre although record of its precise size has not been
found.)

1635.

High Street was laid out, and a foot-bridge spanning the river was
constructed. Houses were built within one-half mile of the meeting
house. (350th) Town records indicated that land was set aside for the
purposes of burying the dead. (Felt, 194)

1641.

A map of Ipswich Village in 1641 showed the cemetery abutted on the
west by George Smith and the east by John Cross.

1700.

Ipswich’s population totaled approximately 1,800. (350th)

1707.

The town bought another (3/8 acre) ¼ and 1/8 acre to enlarge the
burying place from Mr. Shoreborne Wilson on June 26th for 30
pounds. (Waters, 374 and Bush, 2)

1764.

The Choate Bridge was constructed across the Ipswich River, and is
the oldest extant stone-arch bridge in English-speaking America.
(350th) In the 1760s, the leading Ipswich industries were fishing,
trading, cabinet and hat-making, lace-making, farming and distilling.
(350th)

1773.

The First and South Churches jointly purchased [land for] a burial
ground in the south part of town.

1790.

The Federal census recorded the population as 4,562. (350th)

1793.

Hamilton (known up until then as the “Hamlet”) separated from
Ipswich. (350th)

1795.

Three acres of land, located to the west and north sides of the burying
ground, were purchased on January 25th from Jeremiah Day for 70
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pounds. (Bush, 2) The burying ground remained this size
(approximately 4 3/8 acres) until the late 19th century.
The paved “central” pathway leading through the burying ground
stood at the western edge in 1795. Tradition holds that underneath
this walkway is a common grave, used for the first cold winters. “In
the fall while the soil was still soft enough to dig, a large grave was dug
with the capacity to hold the remains of all those who pass away
during the winter months when the ground was too hard to dig. In a
shed to the east the soil from the grave was stored with the means to
warm it up enough to cover the dead. Gravestones were later erected
in the location where the body should have been buried by was not.
The deceased remained in the mass grave unmoved. (Bush, 2)
Beginning this year, the town voted to allow calves and sheep to be
pastured in the burying ground, and rights were awarded to the
highest bidder. This continued until 1840. “Voted that the herbage
of the Burying Ground be now let to the highest bidder and that no
stock be pastured in said ground but calves and sheep, and it was
struck off to Capt. Eben Lord for 38/.” (Waters, Vol, II, 444)
Town Meeting then appointed a committee to see that the burying
ground was fenced. (Waters, Vol II, p. 444)
1800.

The Federal census recorded the population as 3,305. (350th)

1802.

The first tomb was constructed for Daniel Noyes.

1803.

Both the Ipswich Turnpike (Route 1A) and Newburyport Turnpike
(Route 1) are incorporated. (350th)

1810

The Treadwell tomb was constructed. The population reached 3,369.
(350th)

1819.

Essex (known up until then as “Chebacco”) separates from Ipswich.
(350th)

1820.

The population was 2,250. (350th)

1832.

A Plan of Ipswich Village was prepared (Philander Andersen), and the
”North Burial Ground” appeared near the western edge of the village,
abutted by a Mr. Gould on the west and Paul Caldwell on the east.

1833.

The Unitarian Church was built on South Main Street. By 1843, the
town had voted to purchase the church for use as a town hall. (350th)

1836.

The Haskell tomb was constructed. The Baker tomb was constructed
and would hold 15 interments.
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1839.

An appeal was made, to the local paper, that better care be taken of
the burying ground. “Hardly a tree or shrub has been planted since
my boyhood. Sheep bleat mournfully among the tombs and the hoofs
of cattle tramp down the graves. The monuments have been wantonly
broken down and scattered into fragments. (Waters, Vol II, 593-594)

1846.

Boxford is formed from a section of the western part of town, (350th)

1848.

The Brown/Worcester tomb was constructed.

1856.

Walling’s map of Ipswich showed the “North Cemetery” abutted on
the west by Mr. T. Gould (and a Union Store) and on the east by W.
W. Rust (with a shop).

1859.

The Parish transferred the cemetery to the town (May 2), and the
transfer included the old burial ground as well as the terraces. The
terraces were named after Presidents of the United States (omitting
Democratic presidents, as the dead would not have approved) but the
naming tradition has been lost. (MM, 6-7)
“Until the year 1859, the various burying grounds were owned by the
several Parishes, and their condition was often one of deplorable
neglect. In that year, the town took over ownership, the Parishes
relinquishing their claims, and proceeded at once to improve the
grounds, rebuild walls and repair fences. The iron fence at the
Ancient High Street yard was erected in 1861. (Waters, Vol. II, 759)

1860.

Expenses were recorded in the TAR for labor on the burying ground,
including “iron fence.” (TAR, 4-5) Ipswich’s population is 3,300.
(350th)

1869.

Expenses were recorded for “painting fence.” (TAR, 6)

1870/75.

Ipswich’s population is 3,674. (350th)

1872.

The TAR included expenses for “clearing tomb.” (11) Beers’ Atlas of
Essex County, published in this year, showed the cemetery abutted on
the west by Mr. A. Lord, and the east by Mr. Ross and Mr. Rust.

1873.

The TAR included expenses for labor on steps, planting of maple
trees, and work on the bier. (7)

1874.

The TAR included expenses for planting maple trees and work on the
fence. (11)

1875.

The TAR included expenses for labor on the tomb and steps. (7)

1876.

The TAR included money spent on lumber for the fence. (6)
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1878.

The TAR included money spent on posts/lumber for steps. (8)

1879.

The TAR included money spent on lumber for the steps and for
painting the fence. (5)

1880.

Article 14 of the Town Meeting warrant read, “to see what action the
town will take in regard to building a receiving tomb in the High
Street Burying Yard.” (26) Ipswich’s population was 3,699. (350th)

1881.

The TAR noted that cash had been received for “grass” at the North
Cemetery. (22)

1884.

The TAR noted that significant expenses were incurred for the “new
cemetery.” Note: this is likely Highland Cemetery. (6) Walker’s
Essex County Atlas, published in this year, showed the cemetery
abutted as it was in 1872.

1887.

The TAR listed an expenditure for bricks for repairing the tomb. (6)

1888.

The TAR listed expenditures for repairing the tomb, and repairing
and repainting fences and posts. (6-7)

1889.

The George Haskell tomb was constructed.

1891.

The TAR listed a purchase of land for “a way” to Highland Cemetery.
It also included a $15 expenditure for a plan for the cemetery at
Highland Avenue.

1893.

The TAR included an expenditure for “rebuilding old tomb.” (8) The
Norris bird’s eye view of Ipswich, published in this year, shows the
burying ground complete with the terraces and granite steps.

1894.

The TAR listed additional expenditures for “repairs to tombs.” (11)

1898.

The TAR indicated that the cemetery “pasture” was being rented, and
that the town received $12 in rent. (44) This rental continued for
several years.

1900.

Ipswich’s population is 4,658. (350th) Around this time, immigrants
from France, Greece and Poland settled in Ipswich and constructed
their own houses of worship. A Jewish synagogue is also constructed.
The Report of the Cemetery Committee (in the TAR) for this year
noted, “we have expended for granite steps, painting fence upper end
of cemetery. Negatives were made of the oldest stones for
preservation and general care of grounds, $409.91.
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1902.

Beginning in this year, the TAR began listing an annual appropriation
for care of the cemeteries. In 1902, this amount was $1200. It grew
yearly (through 1915).

1910.

Beginning in this year, the TAR recorded balances in the Cemetery
Trust Funds (for all cemeteries, combined).

1919.

The perpetual care fund balance totaled $19,350.00. In this year, the
TAR referred to a “cemetery department” for the first time (67). The
Town Meeting warrant included an article, “to see if the town will set
apart a plot of land in Highland Cemetery for the burial of soldiers,
marines, and sailors of the U.S. Army and Navy. (224)

1924.

The TAR reported that “the new road to ‘Town Hill’ and the
cemetery has been partially completed, and although there has been
some comment upon the grade, it was the only possible method
unless a very exorbitant expenditure of money was made. (95) The
trust funds totaled $28,197.16.

1932.

In the TAR, the “Unemployment Committee” reported that
expenditures were made for labor on Highland Cemetery. (142)

1933.

The TAR included a “Report of the Cemetery Commissioners.” “In
the Old North Cemetery, the decaying dead wood has been removed
and the trees trimmed, which has added not a little to the tidy
appearance of the place. The tool houses require shingling and the
broken headstones and tombs in Old North Cemetery should be
repaired. In many places, the grass needs re-seeding. (91-92)

1934.

The TAR reported that the C.W.A. and E.R.A. paid $3012.50 for
work in the cemeteries, matched by $860.21 from the town. (67) The
Report of the Cemetery Commissioners stated that the town and
E.R.A. administrator cooperated in an effort to “straighten and
cement” the old stones, and repair others. The old tombs were
repaired and put in first class sanitary condition. On one of the
terraces, because of erosion, it was deemed necessary to build a wall.
The trees throughout were trimmed and thinned. They also noted
that “a section of fence in the Old North Cemetery reeds repairing
and the tool house requires re-shingling. (192)
A 1972 article in Ipswich Today quoted Johnson and Ladd from
Momento Mori, “[d]uring the summer of 1934, as a project to supply
work for the horde of local unemployed, an ambitious project was
started to “restore” the Old North Burial Yard. The work was begun
and some 300 ancient stones were uprooted from the dust which they
marked and hallowed, sorted according to size, and replaced in
straight rows, orderly to be sure, neat without a doubt, but quite at
odds with all historical and sentimental precedent.”

A-5

Ipswich Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan

“When we learned of this project, eminently worthy in intent through
disastrous in its results, we…protested against this unusual procedure.
The result was that the stones were replaced on the graves where they
had been first erected. In this work the local administrators of the
project gave the most whole-hearted co-operation, received suggestions
in the most kindly spirit, and on the whole, despite the unfortunate
beginnings, the work was reorganized, the stones handles under our
supervision, weak ones repaired, cement foundations placed under
those where it was deemed necessary and prudent, several ancient
tombs in danger of collapse rebuilt and permanently sealed, as task
which, in the ordinary course of town expenditures, could never have
been provided for by funds received from ordinary taxation.”
“Had it not been that we had completed our preliminary work, viz,
charting and copying every stone, the project would have resulted in
disaster for it would have been impossible to replace the stones on the
graves to which, in the course of nature, they belonged.” (Momento
Mori, 4-5)
1936.

The TAR included the report of the tree warden, “an elm, beside the
old cemetery on High Street, had died during the summer from
natural causes; the town removed it.” (200)

1938.

As part of the WPA report, the TAR mentioned that “at present
survey is being made of all town-owned cemeteries, and maps
provided.” (107)

1939.

A zoning by-law was proposed for Ipswich. The cemetery survey
project was completed by the W.P.A. (TAR, 66-67)

1940.

The TAR included the first report of the “Superintendent of
Cemeteries.” The report noted that the wooden fence in the Old
North Cemetery was beyond repair and in need of replacing. (75)

1941.

The TAR listed expenses incurred for all cemeteries that included
road re-surfacing with bituminous products. (54)

1942.

Road resurfacing continued.

1943.

The TAR listed $54,438.92 as the trust fund balance. (97)

1944.

The TAR noted that the Town had purchased equipment so that
winter burials would be possible. (249)

1945.

The TAR included a report of the Cemetery Commissioners that
stated, “the terraces at Highland Cemetery are being badly ‘inroaded’
and we hope to plant at least one of them with Hall’s Honeysuckle, to
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try to stop it if we can.1 If successful, this should save considerable
money in the near future.
1947.

The TAR reported that the Henry Augustine Cowles Cemetery
opened in June. It also noted that “the terraces in the Old North
Cemetery are in need of attention. In 1946, honeysuckle was planted
to hold the soil, and to improve appearance. We hope to plant more
this year.” (186)

1948.

In the TAR, the Cemetery Commissioners reported that they had
planted tulip bulbs in the cemeteries. (212) The Commissioners
enacted a new regulation requiring that all graves be lined in a
material to prevent sinking or caving. (213)

1950.

The TAR reported that a pressure tank was installed in the Old North
Cemetery with a booster pump, and this was tested in the latter part
of October with good results. It also noted that new galvanized pipes
had been laid in the “Old Highland.” “There is a two-inch pipe used
as a main that runs through the center of the hill, and several oneinch pipes branching off to various sections of the hill. Several new
stand pipes have been installed.” (150) Note: This feature still exist but
it is no longer in use.
The TAR also reported on misuse of the cemetery: “[t]he department
has been and is now receiving complaints about children playing in
the cemeteries. This usually happens when men have left for the day
and on Sundays. They not only play on the stones, leave faucets open,
but pull up and destroy markers. One very old marker was found not
long ago in a back yard in the center of town…” (152)

1951.

According to the TAR, cemetery trust funds totaled $73,001.16.

1952.

The TAR reported that a new grave section was laid out in Highland
Cemetery on the west side of the hill. (13)

1953.

Tarring of cemetery roadways continued.

1954.

The TAR reported that six large trees in Old North were uprooted
(Hurricane Carol had struck on August 31st). “All through our
cemeteries trees were broken and limbs hanging. Several monuments
were tipped over. (31) The cemetery trust fund balance reached
$81,000.

1955.

The TAR noted that an old wooden fence at Old North was replaced
by a chain link fence at a cost of $230. (26)

1

Hall’s Honeysuckle is the common name for Lonicera japonica.

A-7

Ipswich Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan

1957.

The TAR reported that two of the old brick crypts in the Old North
were rebuilt. (24)

1958.

The cemetery trust fund balance reached $95,182.28.

1959.

The TAR reported that the lawns at Old North were fertilized and
limed. (26)

1960.

The TAR noted that two tons of hot-top were applied to the center
walk in Old North, and three tons of limestone were spread on the
terraces. (12)

1961.

The cemetery trust fund balance reached $107,068.24.

1966.

The TAR reported that “all cemetery records have been microfilmed
to protect the (cemetery) department of loss by fire, nuclear war
damage, deterioration and vandalism. They are covered by a blanket
insurance that will pay up to ten thousand dollars towards the cost of
replacing the original records if destroyed. The work of microfilming
was completed by the New England Archives Center. (33)

1969.

The TAR reported that the iron fence at Old North was painted, a job
begun in 1968, at the instigation of the 17th century committee. The
Cemetery Department did the painting. (54)

1970.

A turf building program was instituted throughout the cemeteries.

1972.

In an article published in Ipswich Today, the cemetery
superintendent, Walter H. Hulbert, claimed that over the past five
years, 50 to 75 stones had been lost beyond recognition. Old North
had suffered the most vandalism. The stone of Elizabeth G. Lord (d.
1830) had been chipped gradually over the years.
The TAR reported that the town was continuing the microfilm
records to protect against loss.

1975.
1976-1977.

The TAR reported that the town was raising settled graves in the older
cemeteries. (42)

1979.

The TAR noted that “the retaining wall along the top terrace was
rebuilt to protect the road bed that runs parallel to it.” (44)

1980.

High Street was placed on the National Register of Historic Places,
and the Old North Burying Ground was included in the district
nomination.

1981.

The cemeteries, parks and buildings departments were combined and
a new board was created to oversee parks and cemeteries. The
cemetery trust funds reached $160,000.
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1996.

The cemetery trust funds balance equaled $257,089.65 (116)

2000.

Ipswich’s population reached 13,602. (350th)

2014.

The town applied for and was awarded an Essex National Heritage
Area grant to assess and make conservation treatment
recommendations for some of Old North’s older gravestones. FanninLehner Preservation Consultants completed the work.
The town applied for and was awarded a Massachusetts Historic
Preservation Projects Fund grant from the Massachusetts Historical
Commission to prepare a preservation plan for Old North Cemetery.
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HISTORIC IMAGES

1641 Sketch of Lord’s Square (author unknown)

1717 Map of Ipswich Village (author unknown)
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1795 Map of Ipswich, Barnabas Dodge, Surveyor

1832 Map of the Town of Ipswich and Plan of Ipswich Village, Philandar Andersen.

A-11

Ipswich Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan

1856 Map of Ipswich, Essex County Atlas, H. F. Walling

1872 Map of Ipswich, Essex County Atlas, F. W. Beers
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1884 Map of Ipswich, Atlas of Essex County, George H. Walker

1893 Bird’s Eye View of Ipswich, Norris
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High Street in 1900

1939 Map of Old North Cemetery, Ipswich Cemetery Project, W. P. A. (Part 1 of 2 Parts)
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1939 Map of Old North Cemetery, Ipswich Cemetery Project, W. P. A. (Part 2 of 2 Parts)

Ca. 1940 Map of Highland Cemetery, W. P. A. (1 of 5)
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Ca. 1940 Map of Highland Cemetery, W. P. A. (2 of 5)

Ca. 1940 Map of Highland Cemetery, W. P. A. (3 of 5)
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Ca. 1940 Map of Highland Cemetery, W. P. A. (4 of 5)

Ca. 1940 Map of Highland Cemetery, W. P. A. (5 of 5)
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The Old North Burying Ground as viewed from high up on the terraces. Courtesy of the Cemetery and Parks Department,
ND

Old North Burying Ground in 1994
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Old North Burying Ground in Winter (ND)
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OLD NORTH BURYING GROUND, IPSWICH, MA
REVIEW OF LANDSCAPE STRUCTURES
William L. Thoen, PE - Spring 2015
SUMMARY
Except for two receiving vault faces, the cemetery, its central walkway and its hillside stability is in generally
good condition. There are, however, many isolated and relatively minor failures of stonewall sections,
ironwork fences, pavement stone dislocations, and iron vault doors that need repairs. Also, action should
be taken to restrain the encroachment of tree roots and new tree and bush growth.

SITE FEATURES AND CONDITION
Overview
The cemetery, established in 1634, is located on the southern slope of a large drumlin north of High Street
in Ipswich, MA. It is divided into a shallow-sloped lower section off High Street and a terraced steeper
upper section abutting the Cowles cemetery at the top of the hill. A six-foot wide paved walkway from High
Street to the top of the hill bisects the site into east and west sections, and an unpaved access terrace
provides vehicular access from both the east and west sides. While generally an open area, the southeast
quadrant of the site has a canopy of old trees whose roots have invaded some of the nearby burial areas and
which show advanced aging. The eastern edge of the site falls away into a deep and thickly treed ravine.

Photo 1 – Aerial view of the cemetery site. Top of photo is approximately north. Service roads shown as dark yellow line; main
walkway as a gray line.

B-1

Ipswich Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan
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Photo 2 – Looking in from High Street. Note foreground area has shallow slope while background area is more steeply sloped and
terraced.

Photo 3 – Typical terracing along steeper hillside.
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Hillside Stability
The site is a drumlin with a subsurface of glacial till. The sloping side of the hill has been terraced many
years ago to provide burial grounds. Even so, the hillside has remained stable over the years and there is no
evidence of surface subsidence or downhill slippage.
Central Walkways & Other Site Steps
As the hillside steepens about 300 feet in from High Street, a series of stone steps and paved landings,
about 200 feet long and 6 feet wide, extend to the top of the hill. The walkway is in relatively good
condition for its age, No serious structural condition was noted, although some stones have been displaced
and should be reset. The photo below shows the worst case of step and walkway displacement noted. These
steps are not safe and should be reset.

Photos 4a & b – Central walkway through cemetery. Note stone steps are displaced but not broken. Paved landing slab broken.

The lower tiers of steps are uncomfortably proportioned and difficult to ascend without some additional
support such as a central pipe handrail. The step dimensions should be checked for conformance to the
current Massachusetts Building Code.
There are numerous other short, local stone steps throughout the terraced area, all of which all seem to be
in good condition and are comfortable to use.

Site Fencing
High Street Stone Wall and Fence. The High Street boundary
is delineated by a low stone wall with an iron picket fence
embedded in the stonework throughout its length. The
stones and the iron picket fence are in good condition, and
the pickets are firmly anchored into the stonework. This
wall appears to be in generally good condition throughout
its length.

Photo 5 – High Street iron picket fence
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East and West Side Property Fencing. The eastern boundary fence at the lower end of the site has completely
failed. It should be removed and either replaced or otherwise landscaped. The west side fence is a light
gauge wire mesh fence on a steel pipe frame extending from High Street to the back end of the adjacent
residential property. While it is not in bad shape, it is somewhat deteriorated and out-of-plumb.
Replacement is not necessary for safety reasons.

Photo 6 – East side property line fence remains
Looking toward High Street

Photo 7 – West side property fence looking
toward High Street

Stone Walls
There are several stone masonry retaining walls throughout the site. All appear to be in good condition and
are generally plumb and in line. They do, however, have some open joints where the mortar has failed, and
these areas should be repointed.

Photo 8 – Local terrace retaining wall

Photo 9 – Low masonry retaining wall

There is also a stone retaining wall in the valley at the eastern side of the property. This wall also appears to
be in generally good shape.
Stone Curbing
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There are many stone curbs throughout the site, mostly enclosing burial plots, others that act as very low
retaining walls. In many cases these stones have tilted from soil frost action and in at least one case, have
toppled over. The stones themselves appear to be in good shape and need only to be re-seated.

Photo 9 – Curb tilting from frost action

Photo 10 Curb displaced, but local steps in
good condition

Photo 11 – Curb collapse at downhill side of
Family plot.

Tree Growth & Root Invasion
As can be seen from photo 1, there is a canopy of trees in the southeast quadrant of the site. While this
makes the area a shaded and pleasant section to visit, many of the trees in that area show signs of old age
and some deterioration. In some cases their root system has invaded nearby graves.

B-5

Ipswich Old North Burying Ground Preservation Master Plan

OLD NORTH BURYING GROUND, IPSWICH, MA
REVIEW OF LANDSCAPE STRUCTURES
William L. Thoen, PE - Spring 2015

Photo 12 – Tree root invasion

Photo 13 –Aging tree & root invasion

Hillside Vaults
There is a row of vaults built into the hillside along a mid-site east-west service road. These vaults appear to
be what is known as receiving vaults, but could have been accessible family tombs. It does not appear
necessary at this time to inspect the interior condition of the vaults as no external evidence of roof failure
can be seen. The earth mounding over these vaults appears to be as originally shaped and no sags,
depressions or other signs of internal failure were noted.
Two of these vaults, shown below, require their weather faces to be reconstructed, and when this is done,
their interiors may be inspected for its structural condition.

Photo 14 – Brick wall bowed outward, general deterioration of joints, tilted end wall, displaced crown icon. Iron door and stone
capping could be re-installed on new brick wall.
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This vault exterior face also should be reconstructed. The brick masonry behind the stuccoed surface
appears to have significant deterioration, the mortar has leached out of the joints, the eastern wing wall has
collapsed, and the slate stone cap is displaced.

Photo 15 – Vault face needs complete repairing. Possibly the brick in both of the above vaults could be cleaned and re-used, and the
iron doors refurbished and re-installed. Note the low masonry retaining wall and steps in the background appear to be in good
condition.

Other vaults along this terrace are less deteriorated and may be left intact with minimal cosmetic repairs,
except certain iron access doors need repair.

Photo 16 – Lower hinge bar detached from door Photo 17 Lower hinge bar missing, door jar.
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The vault below, near the High Street entrance, while in good condition, has its face several inches below
grade.

Photo 18 – Vault near High St. entrance. Entrance grade substantially above vault doors.

While not a structural issue, the area should be regraded to properly show the base of the vault and its
doors.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary







All deterioration noted is the result of weathering and freeze-thaw action over the years. No
vandalism or other defacement was noted.
All stone masonry retaining walls are in good condition, plumb and true to line. There is,
however, a limited area of joint seams that are slightly open and should be repointed.
Except for two tomb facades, all partially in-ground tombs are in good condition for their 200year
old age.
One tomb, the Baker tomb, is in need of immediate façade repair where the outer wythe of brick
on the west side of the entrance door has buckled outward significantly. If this portion of wall
façade cannot be removed and re-bricked soon, then the area should be barricaded to prevent
public access. The cemetery supervisor, Jeff Putur, is aware of this condition and will be taking
appropriate remedial measures.
One other tomb, the Noyes tomb, needs its crumbling façade rebuilt, but is not a safety hazard.

STONE MASONRY RETAINING WALLS
There are a number of low stone masonry retaining walls at various locations across the middle of the
cemetery site, generally either along, or somewhat uphill, of the mid site access road.
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All of these walls are in good condition for their age, and
are all still plumb and true-to-line. Joint lines have
weathered well over the years, and most are still crackfree.
There are, however, a limited number of open jointing
cracks.
The picture to the right shows the worst condition noted
and is where the wall has been locally jacked outward
from frost action about a quarter of an inch from the
adjacent granite stone.
Because of the limited area of defects, these joints can be
repointed with a dark colored matching mortar for an
estimated cost of $1,000.

THE PARTIALLY INGROUND TOMBS
There are three tomb locations: (1) The Baker tomb, located about midway up the hill and to the west of
the central walkway, (2) The Manning tomb, located at the cemetery entrance from High Street, and (3) A
row of 7 tombs along the mid site east-west access road.
The Baker Tomb
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This brick front tomb requires immediate repairs to the façade at the far side of the entrance door where
the outer wythe of brick façade has bowed outward. The cemetery supervisor, Jeff Putur, is aware of the
condition and will be taking appropriate action, either reconstructing this wythe locally or placing a safety
barricade in front of the area.
Generally, however, the entire brick façade should be reconstructed as it has significantly deteriorated
from freeze-thaw action over time.
The remainder of the tomb is intact and structurally sound. Notice the little black vent in the upper righthand corner of the picture above.
Below is a picture of the tomb interior. It has been constructed as a semicircular arch of brick. This shape is
a very stable configuration, especially when it is covered, as this is, with earth fill. The joints appear to be
well mortared and tight. The steep sides and the curve of earth fill promote rapid water runoff. No
significant leakage from the ceiling was noted, although the dirt floor was damp.
The reconstruction of the facade brickwork is estimated to be $ 7,000
.
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The Manning Tomb
The Manning tomb is located at the High Street entrance to the cemetery. It is made entirely of granite
masonry slabs. The entrance door is buried somewhat below grade.
No significant structural deterioration was noted.

Manning Front

Manning Back

Tomb Row Along Mid Site Roadway
There are seven tombs along a midsite access road as pictured below:

The interiors of the tombs along this row could not be inspected as access to the inside would be difficult as
some access doors were sealed in stone or masonry, and those with iron doors were practically sealed by soil
overburden at their base and virtually welded shut by rust. In addition, unsealing entrances would promote
vandal intrusion if the entrances could not be effectively resealed.
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One tomb, the Treadwell tomb, was selected to have its earth overburden dug away so that its construction
could be seen from the top side, This location is at the center of the row of tombs and most probably is
constructed like all others in the row.
The exposed vault was brick, which probably forms a semicircular arch like the construction of the Baker
tomb, a very stable form of construction.
All of the earth mounds over these tombs were viewed and there were no instances of tomb roof failure
telegraphed through to the ground surface.
Except for the Noyes tomb, shown below, the tomb facades were in good structural condition, especially
those made entirely of granite blocks.
From these data it may be inferred all tombs in the row are in stable condition.

The Noyes Tomb

One tomb facade, the Noyes tomb shown above, has severely deteriorated brickwork from weathering and
is now structurally unsound. While it is not presently structurally dangerous, it will soon exhibit continued
weathering and should be reconstructed.
The estimated cost of reconstruction is $ 3,000.
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End of Report.
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